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CHRISTMAS SHOPPING: 
Finding a clothing retailer that 
caters to a mature audience 
and doesn't sacrifice style has 
become a definite chore, 
sometimes even requiring a 
short plane flight. But the tide 
may be turning if recent 
announcements in the fashion 
media hold true—both here at 
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OUTPOST VANCOUVER: 
When gays and lesbians 
finally won protection under 
Canada’s hate crime laws 
last year, the chief architect 
of the victory wasn’t basking 
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wide range of activities celebrating 
the gay life... 
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Boisclair wins 


By Daniel Wylie and Michael Sinnott 


On November 1I5, 2005 exactly twenty-nine years to the day that the Parti 
Québecois was first elected in Québec, the party announced another first by 
electing as its leader a thirty-nine year old gay man. André Boisclair garnered 
53.68 percent of the vote on the first ballot. Pauline Marois, who was running 
second on an “anyone but Boisclair” campaign, won 30.56 percent of the vote, 
a huge disappointment for the seasoned party veteran. 


In his victory speech, he told the more than 2000 members in attendance 
he would implement the party program to hold a third referendum on separa- 
tion as soon as possible upon winning the next provincial election. He even 
spoke English (unheard of at previous PQ assemblies). Reaching out to both 
the Anglophone minority in Québec and English Canada, he thanked the 
English community in Québec for their historical contribution and made it 
clear that separation from Canada was not anti-Canadian but in the best 
interests of Québec. Boisclair is viewed by many in the party as too moderate 
on separation, soft on language issues and right of centre on economic issues. 
His biggest task now is to mend fences within the party and reach out to both 
moderates and hard liners—not an easy task. 


Boisclair had resigned his seat in the legislature in 2004 to return to school 
and attend Harvard to complete his graduate diploma. He had completed his 
studies and had accepted a job in Toronto to gain more business experience, 
when [then PQ leader Bernard] Landry quit after an unfavorable result in a 
confidence motion. Boisclair quickly cancelled Toronto to run for the leader- 
ship of the party. He was the third person to enter the race but quickly 
became the favorite to win. 


His admission of cocaine use while a cabinet minister in the Bouchard 
government in the late 1990’s and his subsequent bouts of indignation and 
refusal to answer questions on the details of his coke use shows a side of the 
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man that may come out in the next 
provincial election and/or refer- 
endum. This may be good news for 
federalist forces as he has shown that 
his buttons can be pushed. 


In 1997, while minister responsible 
for the Québec Human Rights 
Commission, he was taken to task by 
gay activists for not fulfilling his 
promise to give $20,000 to a gay 
bashing support group. His sexual 
orientation was alluded to at that 
time. Shortly thereafter, the minister 
found the funds that he had promised. 
In 2000 at the age of thirty-four, 
during an interview with Voir 
magazine, he officially came out. He 
said in the interview, “For me, coming 
out is a false debate. If coming out of 
the closet means being at peace with 
your family, friends and colleagues, | 
did it a long time ago. Besides, | refuse 
to wear labels imposed on me by others. Liberty also means the freedom to 
make one's own choices. | will not allow anyone to define my identity or 
group | belong to.| associate with my friends, my family and Québec. Not with 
the gay community. | have never chosen to live in the [gay] community. And 
I'm not about to begin today.” In 2005, with his eye on leadership of the PQ, 
he recanted this statement. Boisclair said in another interview that, “I wouldn't 
say that today”. He didn’t exactly wrap himself up in the rainbow flag did he? 


Is André Boisclair ready for the job as Premier of Québec or for that 
matter the first President of an Independent Québec? Perhaps he should have 
stuck with the job in Toronto—he might have had an easier time of it. W 


new 
= PQ leader 
André Boisclair 


Daniel Wylie is active in the HIVIAIDS, bear and leather communities. Michael Sinnott is a 
desperate HouseBear who just can’t step dancing and a former Mir. Edmonton Leather. 
They are now happily married and live and write in Montreal. 
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An historic year passing 


By Roy Heale 


Here it is again—the festive season. Another year has 
elapsed and New Year’s Eve celebrations are imminent. 
Certainly, 2005 will be etched in the Canadian history 
books for the passing of same-sex marriage legislation 
by our federal parliament in Ottawa. With this historic 
act, the constitutional guarantee of equality for all 
Canadians moved one step closer to reality. Our polit- 
ical landscape is constantly changing, ever evolving and 
soon we will be returning to the polls for another 
federal election. The recent election of André 
Boisclair as the openly gay leader of the Parti 
Québecois could lead to another separatist refer- 
endum in Québec after he becomes elected Premier of 
the Province. For a newly elected federal government 
in Ottawa this may prove to be a political challenge in 
just a few short years. Even if it is the holiday season, as 
these election campaigns commence be sure to investigate 
your local candidates and vote accordingly. Remember, 
when Belinda Stronach crossed the floor of the House of Commons to join the 
Liberal party ranks she almost single-handedly guaranteed the passing of the 
same-sex marriage legislation. One candidate and one vote can make a differ- 
ence. 


In the meantime our December issue this year is full of holiday gift ideas, 
shopping tips and cuisine suggestions to assist you with your own festivities. 
During the past few months, you may have noticed some changes in Outlooks. The 
design and layout of our editorial has been through a transition, plus some new 
columnists and photographers have joined the Outlooks team. Your initial 
feedback has been very positive and now that our 2005 Annual Survey results are 
tabulated, we will be planning some further changes for 2006 based on your input 
and suggestions. 


Many of you suggested the addition of fiction, humour and sports-related 
columns plus more frequent cuisine, fashion and living features. As we move into 
our tenth year of publishing, it is our intention to respond to your suggestions 
with new columnists in these specific areas. 


From this survey, we learnt once again that the majority of our magazine 
readers are aged twenty-five to fifty-five, live in urban centers and are high- 
income earners. Your favorite columns are travel, fashion and the Out & About 
photo spreads. Interestingly, we learned that for those of you who prefer to read 
Outlooks’ online version, the average age is slightly younger but you enjoy the 
same editorial aspects of the magazine. We would like to thank everyone who 
took the time to complete either survey as your feedback and comments are 
invaluable to us in our planning stages. Hopefully in the coming months and 
future editions, you will notice our response to your suggestions. 


Throughout 2005, we have been supported by a diverse group of advertisers 
whom we would like to thank, for without their support a free publication like 


Outlooks would cease to exist. At the 
same time, we would like to ask you, 
our valued readers, to continue your 
support of these important businesses. 
In addition, we would like to thank 
Heritage Canada for their grant, which 
we receive annually through the 
Canada Magazine Fund in support of 
our Canadian gay editorial contribu- 
tors. Each year this grant is important 
to enable us to pay all of our writers, 
photographers, models, graphic 
designers and everyone involved in 
Outlooks’ editorial content. This is a 
clear example of your tax dollars 
returning to the GLBT community. 


So, as this historic year draws to a 
close, from everyone here at Outlooks 
we wish you, our valued readers, a 
happy holiday season, a prosperous and 
fulfilling 2006 and many joyous family 
festivities in the coming weeks. 


Thank you, for your continued 
support of our endeavors. W 
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EDITORIAL 


Golden days ahead? 


By John Coulbourn 


Truth to tell, this started out to be a column about the transition from election- 
nearing, to electioneering—our inevitable march toward the polling station which it 
seems must cast politicians of every stripe in the role of the grinches who stole 
Christmas. 


And what will it give us? Why, a minority government that is hamstrung by regional 
bickering and riven by partisan tomfoolery—just what we have right now, of course. 


Thus haunted by the ghosts of parliaments past and parliaments yet to come, it was 
perhaps inevitable that something would distract me and keep me from yet another 
rant on the utter bleakness of the choices that face a Canadian voter of any sexual 
persuasion: Do | vote for Paul Martin or against him? 


And then suddenly, like some sort of Christmas miracle, there it was, buried in a 
headline in one of the free weekly community papers that more and more seem 
designed almost exclusively to bind together a raft of unrelated sales flyers while 
eating up our forests at an alarming rate. 


Buried in the reams of copy about photo contests and Christmas events, it might 
have been easy for some folks to miss a tiny little headline that read: “Retirement 
home for same-sex couples envisioned”, but it certainly leapt out at me. And not, | 
hasten to add because of any growing sense of impending mortality. Rather, | suspect, 
it was the linkage of the words “retirement” and “same-sex” in a single line, acknowl- 
edging in black and white something the gay community at large has seemed deter- 
mined to deny. And that would be the fact that gay, lesbian, bi and trans people age 
just like the rest of the world and that none of us are likely to stop being G, L, B or 
T, simply because we've celebrated our 40th birthday, our 60th, our 80th ... well, you 
get the idea. 


That said, what then do we do in our brave new world of equals with the members 
of our community who have matured beyond the circuit parties and a club scene that 
suggests that every Dorothy’s best-before date falls about five minutes after the 
moment she’s realized that this ain’t Kansas anymore. More compelling, what do we 
do with ourselves? 
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Well, according to an idea advanced by Toronto city councillor Paula Fletcher, who 
has asked that in the redevelopment of a city health centre the possibility of creating 
a retirement centre for same-sex couples be considered, we don't recognise that we 
are part of a broader human community, but rather, we cut ‘em out from the herd 
and warehouse them on their own. 


Now, with all due respect to Ms. Fletcher, who I’m sure is a kind-hearted straight 
lady simply trying to do nothing more than connect with the large number of gay 
voters in her riding, it took me all of about thirty seconds to realize that this might 
not be such a great idea. 


| don’t know about you, but for my part, while | certainly hope to maintain a role 
in the gay community as | age, the time for gay immersion would seem to be as a 
youth and not as a geriatric. 


Now, before anyone flies off the handle and starts screaming about the unique 
nature of gay relationships and how gay couples might not be comfortable being 
mixed in with straights, let me acknowledge a few things. Yes, our relationships are 
unique—but dig below the surface of any relationship, gay or straight, and you'll find 
that they are all unique. Besides, in urban communities particularly, we've done a 
pretty good job of accommodating our uniqueness. 


In the very riding Fletcher represents, in fact, gays and straights live next door to 
each other in comfort and amity. And while it is certainly possible that some retire- 
ment homes might not recognise the unique demands of a gay relationship, | would 
humbly suggest that, as a community, our energies would be better expended in 
changing those attitudes and not in building public institutions that recognise our 
uniqueness by isolating us. Certainly, there are some who would choose to live in 
such an environment, but let’s not lose sight of the fact that for all our progress in 
the last few decades, we still live in a world that will assume that in the creation of a 
single same-sex retirement home, we have rendered all the others retirement homes 
for straights only. 


Historically, ours is not a community who has dealt well with aging—and tragically 
AIDS seems to have ensured that the generation currently teetering on the edge of 
retirement and encroaching old age will be small. But anyone who expects them to 
quietly trot themselves off to some sort of great grey gay ghetto without creating a 
stink simply hasn’t been paying attention for the past few decades. 


Now there’s a notion to chew on as you're being visited by the ghost of Christmas 
yet to come—and a Merry Christmas to you too, Mr. Scrooge. W 
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Vancouver Men In 
Leather (Numbers, 
October 28th): Paul and 
Murray (left) explain the 
ins and outs of fisting to 
VML members. Murray 
also explained the 
properties of the 
wonderlube “pig snot” 


at the Hellenic Community 
Centre on November | 2th 


contest winner 


Bear Ghest Gontest 


at Pumpjack on November | 2th 


Planning an event in Vancouver? 
Contact Barry at (604) 685-1377 

and he'll see about covering it in Out & About. 
Photos by: Barry Piersdorff 


ub OPTED ZULU IVI, 
, and 200 bay ipasterse 


The main event for * 
FurrBall XII was held 
at the Holiday Inn on 
November | 2th. 
Clark Nicoli was 
named Mr. BC Bear 
2006 


Bear 


FurrBall event at 
Numbers on 
November | | th 


Portland 
visitors 


8 December 2005 


IN THE NEWS 


Perceptions: An HIV Perspective 


By Sean Alley 


Since 1998, in Alberta alone, the statistics for new HIV infections in the 
population of Males who engage in sexual activity with other Males (MSM) has 
doubled. As of 2003, MSM have made up forty percent of all new HIV infec- 
tions.* Now in 2005, the numbers for this population are still increasing. Why 
are these numbers increasing? 


It has been twenty years since HIV was first acknowledged. Since then, 
education, understanding and medicine have all improved. For example, there 
have been many programs over the years that provide tailored prevention and 
education information to Males engaging in sexual activity with other Males. 
Yet, the infection rates continue to rise. Have people become saturated with 
prevention messaging? Or is it our perception that HIV is no longer a chronic 
and unmanageable virus? 


Many of us have perceptions of what HIV is. Some people can speak from 
their own experiences, having friends, family and loved ones living with or who 
have lived with the virus. What about the person living with HIV? Their 
experiences with the medications and first-hand experience are different. 
What about different generations? Years ago, people saw their friends and 
loved ones die from AIDS-related diseases. Today, we don’t see the same 
number of AIDS-related deaths. These perceptions of the virus again are very 
different. However, each of these perceptions is just as valid as the other. 


Our perceptions of HIV are very individualized, but where did we gain this 
perspective? Entertainment-based media, for example, often depicts the image 
that the virus is manageable. However, many shows never show what the virus 
does to your body. There isn’t candid and explicit information shared about 
the weight loss, sleep apnea and diarrhea. Not many dramas show how many 
drugs have to be taken before the right one is found for that person. 
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HIV is an invisible virus. We 
can’t tell by looking at 
someone who is and isn’t 
positive. VWhat we can see is 
the individual in front of us. 
HIV doesn’t discriminate, but 
we do by allowing percep- 
tions and misconceptions 
guide us. HIV is still around 
and as of today, there is no 
cure. There are drugs that 
help those who are positive 
live a healthy life. 


ls our perception that HIV 
is no longer as serious as it 
once was? Is it our percep- 
tion that our partners will 
keep us safe? Is it our percep- 
tion that our partners will tell 
us if they were positive? Is it 
our perception that our 
partners would tell us that 
they were negative? What can 
we do to lower the risk and 
eventually stop HIV? At this 
time, there are so many 
questions. 


Programs, such as the Choices Program at AIDS Calgary, exist to provide 
tailored prevention education and information to Males engaging in sexual 
activity with other Males (MSM). We need your input on how this program 
can better serve the MSM population. 


Please help us by taking a short survey. Visit aidscalgary.org and follow 
the link on the home page. W 


*Source; Health Canada Surveil 
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Old Navy may Saeeak it on every ihe that parades out their doors, but | have 
never believed that “Shopping Is Fun Again” as I’ve struggled my way through one 
of their cluttered locations. I’m too old to look like an extra on The OC so a 
number of other clothing stores are simply off-limits. And | don’t enjoy resem- 
bling a lumberjack, so there’s at least one Eddie whose acquaintance | 
never want to make in a retail setting. Like many consumers old 
enough to think about RRSPs but young enough to still care about 
what’s recommended on the pages of Details, I’m left in a strange no- 
man’s-land of shopping experience. Finding a clothing retailer that 
caters to a mature audience and doesn’t sacrifice style has become a 
definite chore, sometimes even requiring a short plane flight. But the 
tide may be turning if recent announcements in the fashion media hold 
true—both here at home and abroad. 


Of particular note to trend-conscious men shopping this holiday 
season in Vancouver is the Canadian debut of the retail success story 
that has become a permanent fixture in gay culture—Abercrombie and 
Fitch. The American chain has been absent from the Canadian retail 
marketplace for nearly twenty years. In a former incarnation, it oddly 
resembled what could best be described as a supply store for golf, 
hunting and safaris. Now, 
following a titillating and 
overtly sexual makeover 
(thanks in no small part to 
ad campaigns photographed 
by Bruce Weber), the store 
has once again set its sights 
on the Canadian consumer. 
Dozens of locations are 
reportedly scheduled for 
opening in the next two 
years across the nation, 
with the first debuting at 
Metropolis—in the wanceines suburb of Burnaby—this holiday season. The 
opening has been delayed repeatedly—originally the company was hoping for a 
Fall launch but it appears back-to-school was simply a long shot. 


No doubt the store will also soon be plastered with images of the company’s 
new poster boy Nick Lachey. Formerly of boy band 98 Degrees and currently 
married to pop starlet Jessica Simpson, Lachey signed on in September as the 
new face of the muscle-prep company, in exchange for a reported six figure 
paycheque. 

If you are on the wrong coast for a trip to the store’s launch, persuade yourself 
instead to visit the more eastern locale of another trendy clothing chain for this 
season’s latest fashions. In Toronto this past summer, Swedish clothing giant H&M 
debuted its first (and massive) Canadian flagship store in prime real estate at 
Yonge and Dundas in the Toronto Eaton Centre. The space measures approxi- 
mately 28,000 square feet and sprawls out over three floors, rivaling that of the 
store’s layouts in New York and Chicago. It’s an 1 impressive growth considering 

) the store had only tested its 
success in Canada with 
smaller, scaled-down versions 
in suburban malls in other 
areas of Ontario during the 
past two years. 


The H&M chain, which 
began with a small store in 
Stockholm in 1947, is known 
for affordable, tailored 
clothing that is—above all— 
trendy. In fact, the company’s 
governing philosophy is “to 
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provide fashion and quality at the best price”. While they may not always succeed 
on the quality scale, one can’t fault them for a lack of style.And to capture those 
top styles, H&M can boast of retail experience in twenty-two countries as well 
as a team of over 100 designers with guest appearances from such world- 
renowned names as Stella McCartney and Karl Lagerfeld. 


Can’t make it to Toronto? H&M will unveil its first west coast store in San 
Francisco this holiday season as well, at a far-from-modest 43,000 square feet, 
right in heart of the downtown core on Powell Street. To make it a true San 
Francisco experience, the store is situated directly on the busy cable car line.A 
west coast Canadian location is still rumoured to be a least two years away. But 
good things come to those who wait. 


It’s simply a fact (as unfortunate as it may be) that most major retail compa- 
nies venture into the US before they tackle the Great White North and it 
appears that the newest, most exciting shopping experiences are beginning down 
South again as the holidays approach this year. For each mega-consumer excited 
about the debut of Abercrombie in 
our neck of the woods, there are 
also those that bemoan the fact that 
the market will soon be flooded. The 
trendy nature of the brand will be 
lost, some say—if it isn’t already 
given the endless parade of tweens 
who flock to the store with their 
weekly allowance. 


For those of us who won't be in 
the line ups when A&F finally opens 
its doors in Canada, the company is 
already providing an alternative. 
Ruehl No. 925 is a new venture from 
the chain that will target the early 
adopters—consumers who salivated 
when A&F first debuted but have 
since lost interest as their merchan- 
dise—began to appear on every gym 
bunny and teen queen the world 
over. This newest addition to the Abercrombie family targets twenty-five to 
thirty-five year olds. Gone are the loud music and bright lights of its younger 
predecessor. In fact, the newer locations—of which there are now five with the 
latest addition debuting in Manhattan this winter—are described by company 
press releases as “casual style meets Greenwich Village attitude”. Thus far, there 
are no immediate plans for expansion into Canada, so pee ‘ll still need a passport 
in addition to a het card. 


US and the wien between the two 
Similarities in stores, styles and advertising a 
A&F has twice sued the smaller company for c pyright 
the suits were thrown out in court but one thing is ¢ 
are certainly more immediately i 
dozens of locations in our cout 
Centre to Winnipeg's Polo Pa 
familiar with the generic fashion 
Given their “me too” history it. 
debuting a more adult-oriented spin- -off in mere months. Though not in time for 
the Christmas rush, the new casual sportswear line, Martin and Osa, will be a 
staple in malls in 2006. Like Ruehl No, 925, the new line will target both male and 
female consumers twenty-five to forty—those« f striped polos and flip- 
flops. 


m the get-go. 
ing, in fact, that 
rent. Both times 
nadian consumers 
the chain has had 
ayfair Shopping 
> all, shoppers are 
for something different. 


er. Gap Inc. has 
power of the 
aby boomers in 
h and Towne. Plans 


Female consumers of a certai 
recently unveiled a new att 


Even if you do needa t end a little cash, the change 
in scenery may just make the experience ‘enfbyable, particularly if you are averse 
to mall settings. If not, have no fear. Oscar Wilde once remarked, “Fashion is a 
form of ugliness so intolerable that we have to alter it every six months”. So just 
give it time. There will undoubtedly be another announcement, another brand or 
another debut in next season’s fashion press. 


Josh Murray is a Vancouver-based writer, ad exec. and all-around good time. For more, log 


onto www.joshmurray,ca 
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Drag Comedian Mr. 
Devon Mills & Friends 
appear every Friday at 
Victoria’s Restaurant in 
Calgary, 306 17 Ave SW. 
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show at 8 p.m, Call for 
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Other gift recommendation lists out there will be full of all of the expected 
recommendations—new material from Madonna, Toni Braxton, Barbra Streisand 
and Melissa Etheridge. Yes, we know about them all, and yes, it’s great that they’ve 
got new music—but we already know about them. What about some of the 
lesser-known music that should be getting play? Given the hip-hopification of the 
American music scene, sometimes one needs to take a look abroad to find more 
diverse material that deserves a second look. 


You knew her as Baby Spice, sweet and innocent with a smile that you couldn’t 
convict. Her first solo album in 2001 was a bit lacklustre and would have spelled 
the end of many an artist’s career, but not Emma. Dropping her last name, she 
burst back onto the scene last year with Free Me, an album that took a page from 
the past—and a little bit of magic happened. Like a trip to the sounds of the 
sixties, or the soundtrack to a classic James Bond film, Free Me is, in a word, 
inspired. Tracks like “Free Me” and “Breathing” capture that lounge sound that 
make you want to listen with a martini in hand, while “Maybe” is a straight-up 
dance number complete with go-go boots and “Crickets Sing For Anamaria” has 
a bit of a Latin twist. Free Me is the album you need to have for your next party. 
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Recorded at the age of nineteen, 
Frank is a glimpse into the world in 
| which Amy Winehouse lives—and the 
unexpected is what you'll find staring 
©) back at you. 

| smokey vocals of the jazz greats, fused 
| with the urban sophistication of the 
| London scene. And then there are the 
lyrics—Winehouse is sharp and wise 
beyond her years—smart, sassy and 
sometimes rude, the way the pop- 
strumpets of the world could never be 
in their quest to be squeaky-clean to 


Me” in which she be 


boyfriend for always deferring to her, 
“Pe Me Pumps” in which Ehe looks at those women at the bar looking for a 
rich husband, and the anthem “In My Bed” where she lays out the rules fi 


guys she takes home with her, Frank is the wake-up call for the Sex & the City 
generation. If you can find the UK import version, you'll also be treated to extra 


tracks not found on the North American release—a worthwhile investment for 
such a staggering talent. 
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Winehouse has the ~ 


win over the parents as well as the 
kids. With tracks like “Stronger Than’ 
A 


st of Bond (Decca? 
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a 2000, Bond: a on the 

classical music scene and immediately ~™ ®& 
created a stir of controversy that had 
them thrown off of the classical charts 
for being, well, too popular. A string 
quartet of four beautiful women (oft- 
referred to as the “Classical Spice 
Girls”), Bond took their classical 
training and updated the music with 
backbeats and modern arrangements, 
creating a completely new sound that 
took off around the world. Three 
albums later, Bond has released their 
greatest hits—their top singles plus 
five new tracks and a new arrangement 
of one of their earlier songs, Explosive SS J 
is not only a taste of what Bond has to © a 
offer, but also shows their growth in just fi Ate years. Explosive i is also a dual-disc— 
CD on one side, and DVD on the other that has all of the album tracks in Dolby 
Digital 5.1 Surround, plus three music videos. Classical sophistication for the 
modern era, Bond is a sure-fire hit. 
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Way back in 1997, Kylie was in her 
“indie period”, no longer the sweet 
bubble-gum pop star of her Stock, 
Aiken and Waterman days—and before 
she re-emerged as the queen of the 
European disco scene in 2000— 
returning to North America in 2001 
with Fever. In 2003, Deconstruction 


went into their vaults and pulled out 
Impossible Princess, gave it a new 
polish and Peed it Eee with 


from the sate single 
To many, Impossible Princess 


time dark and moody, at others 
experimenting with the various sounds 
out there at the time, the album is something of a stream-of-consciousness 


account of her experiences and feelings at the time. The result is sheer 
e—from the claustrophobic beat-poetry of ‘Too Far” the self-depre- 
her chameleonic style in “Did It Again”, the intimate electronica 


Dale Smi th is a freelance writer who lives in Gttawa. His work also regularly ibs: in 
Capital Xtra and Ottawa Xpress, and he has previously written fer XY Magazine 
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Vaccine breakthrough 


By Sean McLennan 


While sex is no longer the taboo subject it once was, sexual transmitted infec- 
tions certainly still remain so and despite their prevalence, people who are 
infected with even the most innocuous of them usually feel ashamed, dirty and 
alone. In reality, not many sexually active people escape completely unscathed 
without some sort of infection or another; even those who are health conscious 
and careful. Let’s not forget that these bugs have evolved to exploit our 
weaknesses! The best of them are the most insidious and wide-spread—tlike the 
Human Papilloma Virus (HPV), the virus that causes genital warts and is associ- 
ated with cervical and sometimes anal, cancer. 


HPV is so successful because it is unpredictable—the majority of HPV infec- 
tions clear up on their own and are completely asymptomatic (but still conta- 
gious). In some cases they result in warts and abnormal cell production which 
can eventually lead to cancer. Over the course of their lives, it is estimated that 
seventy to eighty percent of people in North America will have an HPV infec- 
tion and there is no way to predict which infections will eventually show 
symptoms. 


The International Pharmaceutical Company Merck & Co. announced some 
pretty exciting news this fall—there may be a commercially available HPV 
vaccine, called Gardasil(TM) as early as January, 2006 if the US FDA approves 
Merck’s application. Work on an HPV vaccine has been going on for a number 
of years with many reported successes; however, this is the closest that we have 
come to seeing a mass-market product. Reportedly it was one hundred percent 
effective effective in Merck’s final Phase III clinical trials. 


An “HPV vaccine” is a little misleading however, because, like flu vaccines, 
Gardasil only works on certain types of HPV. HPV is not really a single virus, it 


is the name of a class of about thirty related viral strains and Gardasil is only - 


effective on four. Of course, these four are the most problematic: HPV-16 and 
HPV-18—together these strains account for seventy-five percent of cancer 
cases; and HPV-6 and HPV-I1 which, on the other hand, cause about ninety 
percent of the cases of genital warts. The treatment itself is fairly simple: three 
injections spaced at one and six months following the first, with no reported 
side-effects, although there are concerns about ensuring individuals get their 
follow up shots. 


Hype surrounding Merck’s announcement has called Gardasil a “one hundred 
percent Effective Vaccine for Cervical Cancer”—a statement that needs a lot of 
unpacking. The vaccine is not a cancer vaccine and it is certainly not 100% effec- 
tive against cervical cancer. It is 100% effective against the two strains of a virus 
that are responsible for the majority of HPV-related cervical cancer. The refer- 
ence to cervical cancer however, accurately conveys the context of the vaccine’s 
development. Thus far, the impetus behind the vaccine has been to prevent 
cervical cancer and trials have been conducted primarily on women. Gardasil, 
once it’s on the market, will be targeted at young women (hopefully pre-teens, 
although it will remain to be seen how the U.S. public reacts given prevailing 
conservative views of sex education). 


Of course, both men and women are susceptible HPV infections (at about the 
same rate) and although rates of HPV-related cancers are much lower in men, 
an HPV infection reportedly doubles the risk of HIV infection in gay men. The 
current theory holds that this increased risk comes from an increase in CD4 
cells (the immune-system cells HIV likes to infect) at the sites of HPV infections. 
While studies of the efficacy of the vaccine on men have been initiated, they are 
lagging, and the gay community is not likely to see a big impact in the near future. 


It is also important to note that the impact of the vaccine will not been seen 
immediately, even if it becomes widely used in the next couple of years—it is 
only a preventative, not therapeutic vaccine. That means, that it will not work 
on existing HPV infections. Therapeutic vaccines are more challenging to 
develop, and although there are several candidates in development, we won't be 
seeing them for quite a while. So, although there is hope for an HPV-free popula- 
tion on the horizon, for the time being it is still a reality that we have to live 
with. 


How do you know if you're infected with HPV? Most of the time you won’t— 
most infections are asymptomatic. Although, of course, even an asymptomatic 
infection can be spread to another partner. On more than one occasion an 
outbreak of genital warts has caused some strife in presumably monogamous 
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relationships; one partner believes that the outbreak means that the other has 
been cheating on them. However, warts are not proof of infidelity—it is impos- 
sible to tell how long the infection had persisted before an outbreak or even 
that the accusing partner is not a unknowing carrier and caused their partner’s 
infection themselves. 


Warts, if they do show up, can vary quite a bit in their appearance, but most 
are raised, lighter or darker than your natural skin colour, and resemble little 
bunches of cauliflower. Often they will itch, but be painless and will gradually 
grow in size. If you notice warts you should see a physician right away—the 
warts can usually be diagnosed visually with the aid of a little acetic acid 
(basically vinegar) which turns them white. 


They should be treated immediately, because if left they are only likely to grow 
and spread, and there will be a greater chance of infecting your partners. There 
are basically three types of treatments: topical agents, immunotherapy (Aldara), 
and surgery. Topical agents basically erode the warts layer by layer—however, 
DON’T use over the counter topical agents meant for regular plantar warts! 
They aren’t the same beasts and shouldn’t be treated the same. Aldara is a 
physician-prescribed cream that seems to stimulate your immune system to 
eradicate the wart on its own, although it is not known exactly how it works. 


Usually, your doctor will try one of the above before resorting to surgery, but 
in extreme cases, especially if warts have extended into the extremely difficult 
to treat anal canal, there’s no choice but to go under the knife or laser. Surgery 
is simple and performed on an out-patient basis, but is quite painful. People afraid 
of that option will often wait as long as they can before having their warts 
checked. That is really unwise—the most extensive the surgery, the more 
extensive the recovery period and the associated pain. The best chance to avoid 
pain is early detection and treatment. 


As was mentioned before, the strains of HPV that cause warts and cause pre- 
cancerous cellular abnormalities are not the same. However, chances are, if you 
are infected with one strain of HPV, you'll be infected with another as well. Pap 
smears are used to detect the pre-cancerous cell, and although much less 
common that cervical pap smears, anal pap smears can also be performed. 
Especially, men with HIV and anal warts, should request a pap smear, because 
HIV+ men are at a much greater risk for developing anal cancer. 


Prevention? Unfortunately, this is one of the STls that only has one effective 
prevention method: abstinence. Monogamy, and reducing your number of 
partners is the next most effective risk reducing strategy—condoms are 
probably not that effective, although condom use is associated with lower 
incidents of cervical cancer, so there may be some helpful impact. Of course, you 
should be using condoms anyway to help protect yourself against other STIs that 
they are more effective in preventing... Finally, paying attention to your own 
private parts, and getting treatment at the first signs of infection, does a great 
deal to reduce the likelihood of spreading the virus. 


So while the news of this vaccine is not an instant cure-all for the social 
problem of HPV, genital warts, and cervical/anal cancer, it is a reminder that 
medical research does produce results. Given time and resources, vaccines and 
cures are achievable for many medical problems and every disease conquered 
teaches us new ways to attack the others. There is hope that we can look 
forward to an STl-free world so support medical research when you can—we 
will all benefit in the end (no pun intended). Ww 


Sean McLennan is a native Calgarian with {nearly} a PhD in Linguistics and Cognitive 
Science from indiana University, where he was heavily involved in GLBT education. He 
currently has a full time gig in software for mobile technology. 
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Hitting the comeback trail 


By Gerard MacMullin 


When gays and lesbians finally won protection under Canada’s hate crime 
laws last year, the chief architect of the victory wasn’t basking in the limelight. 


Instead, Svend Robinson was watching his political career crumble, 
questioning his mental health and facing serious legal issues related to the 
theft of an expensive diamond ring a few months before. Now, a year-and-a- 
half later, the former New Democratic Party MP is back—confident, fit and 
brimming with energy. 


But can Robinson pull off the biggest comeback since Martha Stewart? 


“I’ve made a terrible mistake...but | took responsibility for it, (and) | paid a 
price, a heavy price” says Robinson. The price was a tearful public apology, the 
loss of a 25-year run as a Member of Parliament and a guilty plea to a charge 
of theft over $5,000. He later revealed that stress and a mental health 
disorder led him to pocket that infamous $64,000 diamond ring, in a split 
second lapse that changed the course of his life. 


Now Robinson has re-emerged, spoiling for the fight that could win it all 
back. For those who've followed his career, it’s hardly a surprise to see him 
kick down the doors of the closet yet again. After all, this is the man who 
went to jail for BC’s rainforest, and held a dying woman at an assisted suicide. 
He heckled US President Ronald Reagan during a speech in the House of 
Commons, and challenged Israeli soldiers in a bid to visit Palestinian leader 
Yassir Arafat. He was Canada’s first openly gay Member of Parliament, and 
remains one of the country’s most passionate advocates for queer equality. 


Robinson looks relaxed and self-assured for today’s interview in the lobby 
of a big hotel in Vancouver’s Westend. Downstairs is the office of Liberal MP 
Hedy Fry, the woman Robinson hopes to defeat in the upcoming federal 
election. Although Fry’s Vancouver Centre riding has one of the highest 
concentrations of gay voters in the country, there’s no guarantee any of that 
support will go to Robinson. Fry has carefully courted the community for 
years, and has frequently taken on their causes. In fact some feel it’s unfortu- 
nate that voters will be forced to choose between the two. 


“We worked together on a number of issues over the years and certainly 
she was a strong advocate on same-sex marriage, no question about that,” 
Robinson says of his Liberal rival. 


The gay-friendly Fry was also an enthusiastic backer of Robinson’s campaign 
to have hate crime protection extended to gays and lesbians. But despite 
their common ground, Robinson is quick to question what Fry’s Liberals have 
really done for gay Canada. j 


“(Their) track record frankly has been really, really bad on these issues. They 
had to be dragged kicking and screaming every step of the way,’ says 
Robinson. He adds that change came only under court order, even on basic 
human rights protection for gays and lesbians, “(l)t wasn’t until 1995 that we 
finally got the Human Rights Act amended.” 


He also credits much social change to individuals like Jim Egan and Jack 
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Nesbitt who took their often lonely battle for same sex benefits all the way 
to the Supreme Court of Canada. “Every step of the way the Liberal govern- 
ment resisted until they were told (by the courts), hey, you’ve got no choice,’ 
Robinson says. 


Critics may dismiss Robinson as a crackpot who espouses lost causes but 
the record suggests he’s often ahead of his time. His private member’s bill on 
hate crime, for example, was a near impossible feat under House procedures. 
His own party chastised him in 1999 when he tried to have the word “God” 
removed from the preamble to the Charter of Rights; but post-911, the 
debate over separation of church and state is more important than ever. 
Robinson’s dire warnings about the war in Iraq have all proven true. More 
than a decade since he made the right to die a national issue, it resurfaced 
again this year on Parliament Hill. For years, people laughed when Robinson 
rose in the House on Valentines Day to advocate the far fetched concept of 
same-sex marriage in Canada. Today it’s a reality. 


Robinson, however, sees himself as a strategist, rather than a visionary. He’s 
not afraid to encourage what some view as the radical fringe—a group like 
ACT UP, for example—if they ultimately push forward the agenda for 
everyone. He says fighting for marriage a decade ago was also strategic 
because it made it more likely that opponents would give a little ground on 
softer issues like benefits for same-sex partners. 


His most important political battle may be the one that’s about to unfold as 
he takes on Fry and the Liberals. Will voters remain loyal to the gay-friendly 
Liberal, or will they forgive Robinson and reward his outstanding service? 
Polls show the two in a dead heat. Robinson, with new found footing, has 
adopted a realistic view. 


“(S)ometimes you screw up. What you try to do is learn and move on,’ he 
says. “I’m feeling strong. I’m feeling healthy. I’ve still got a contribution to 
make.” Ww 
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Ottawa Pride going national? 


By Dale Smith 


OUTPOST OTTAWA 


2005 was a very big year for Ottawa-Gatineau Pride. For one, Gatineau was 
a visible component in the festival, the Pride flag having been raised in 
Gatineau this year for the first time ever. But it was also a move toward 
reclaiming Pride for the nation—not just the Ottawa-Gatineau area— 
something that Pride’s chair Darren Fisher hopes will continue in the future. 


“What we managed to do was really involve the community,’ Fisher says. 
“We had the largest parade in [Ottawa] history, with sixty-two entries and we 
had over fifty entries at the community info-fair. It really shows that even 
though the numbers have been really static, once you do “real” numbers—it’s 
about thirty thousand—there was a much higher participation from commu- 
nity groups, so | think we really struck a note of laying the foundations of*what 
Pride should be, which is an expression of our community and the commu- 
nity groups.” 

But as Pride Ottawa evolves, they want to start making the festival a reflec- 
tion of Pride across the country. This year’s parade took the first steps 
toward that transformation. 


“Any organization has to have a strong foundation,” Fisher asserts. “We 
could claim ‘national’ and do a bunch of stuff but if you don’t have the founda- 
tion underneath of it, it kind of rings hollow. So it is sort of the first step— 
‘Ottawa’ is first and foremost Ottawa and Gatineau, which are two very 
distinct communities but they all form part of the National Capital Region, so 
we're moving Pride to be a reflection of the national capital community.” 


“We're looking to really enhance Ottawa and Gatineau’s true flavour, but 
being the capital we also are home to the various landmarks and institutions 
that signify the achievements that we’ve made and that we're striving to make, . 
which are the Supreme Court, Parliament and various institutions. And being 
reflective of including a piece of Québec and Ontario, you kind of have the 
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English-Canada/French-Canada and very distinct cultures integrated 
together—it’s kind of a microcosm of Canada.” 


That microcosm is what Fisher and his board are looking towards when it 
comes to building a more national image of Pride. “Canada is made of diverse 
communities and Ottawa itself is made up of two distinct cultures plus very 
distinct communities living together. We were really hoping to promote that. 
As well as in our own community, the history of the GLBT community is that 
we take care of our own. Our institutions are founded on building up and 
taking care of it when no one else would, and part of Pride’s job is to allow 
those institutions to flourish and to promote and to express themselves. By 
being in front of all of the national landmarks, we kind of signify that it’s being 
done all across Canada.” 


With the date of Ottawa Pride being moved 
_ to the last weekend of August this past year, 
something else very fortunate happened in 
that Ottawa Pride was now being held on the 
anniversary of Trudeau’s famous speech when 
he declared that the government would get 
out of the bedrooms of the nation. “It’s 
something that | don’t think a lot of our 
community | remembers—anyone — under 
thirty-five, you weren't born then,’ Fisher says. 
“| do think that it’s important to remind 
people that it’s not that long ago that the 
process was started, so we're only talking a 
couple of generations and even today you still 
have people in small towns that aren’t able to 
_ come out. | think it’s a good reminder that it’s 
the day that it kind of started in Canada— 
there was Stonewall, but the legislative thing 
changed and we actually started to be recog- 
nized as a community. And there’s still a long way to go—there’s the trans bill, 
there’s still the sex laws, there’s a lot of it to go, but it’s a good anchor, and | 
think it’s appropriate for the nation’s capital to march in front of Parliament 
on an anniversary when Parliament itself said that all citizens are equal and to 
start the process.” 


Being held on the final weekend in August also makes Ottawa the last major 
Pride festival in Canada, which is something else the committee hopes to 
capitalize on. “One of the down sides of being in Ottawa is you're right 
between Toronto and Montréal, and a lot of people have to save their pay 
cheques,” Fisher says. “Moving to the end of August, it’s not too hot, it’s not 
too cold—which are two things about Ottawa that a lot of people complain 
about—you can save up, you have a few weeks, and it’s not the long weekend. 
It’s a nice little hurrah at the end of summer. 


“| think we're already looking at making this the National Pride,” Fisher 
says. “It’s just a matter bringing in the steps. By moving the parade and negoti- 
ating to start at the Garden of the Provinces, which is very symbolic, and that 
running [the parade] past the institutions, you're already aware that ‘this is the 
nation’s capital, this is Pride in the nation’s capital and this is something that’s 
big’ Even if it’s not a million people, it’s very significant—you’re in front of all 
the major institutions.” 


Being in Ottawa has the added advantage of being in proximity to the 
Federal politicians. This year Ed Broadbent was involved as Parade Marshal 
and Fisher hopes that others will step forward in the future. “I think that it’s 
important to engage them and invite them. The downside is anything in the 
summer, if it’s nice and warm out, everyone is in their own ridings—that’s a 
given. But you might get some, and | think that both the Liberals and the 
NDPs have historical ties to Pride and to the GLBT community, so | think we 
will.” 


And could the Prime Minister’s place at: Pride be far off? “I think Paul Martin 
is a little busy at the moment, but certainly we’re waiting,’ Fisher says with a 
laugh. “It was certainly on our list this year, but it was just too hectic..We are 
looking to have the Governor General declare a day, we are looking at having 
Paul Martin or the sitting Prime Minister congratulate Ottawa-Gatineau. And 
if the Federal government were to pick a day, it would be heavily [centered] 
in Ottawa and celebrated here.” 


No doubt with the work that Fisher and the rest of the Pride committee 
are doing, turning Ottawa’s Pride into Canada’s Pride is a vision that will soon 
become a reality. W 
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What You Did to Make Me Gay 


By Jason Krell 


Allow me to start by saying that nobody made me gay. | was born this way and 
you were born with your sexuality too; yet, nature versus nurture continues to 
be debated. To humour those who believe that we rainbow-totting superstars 
took a left turn in our childhood and headed to Gaytown, | posed this question 
to my peers: If you were told that your mother made you gay, how did she do it? 


Responses were overwhelming. It seems that everyone has an opinion and a 
mother who realized that her little prince would grow into a screaming queen. 
Here are a few highlights (Note: some names have been changed to protect the 
fabulous): 


Neil: 33, Superstar photographer / home wrecker 


As a young impressionable child, Neil watched his mother do her make-up 
before outings to church or for some diva-style power shopping. He was always 
jealous of the extra attention his sisters received before they went out. So 
jealous in fact, he would disappear into the closet and come running out sporting 
one of his sister’s dresses. “Dammit, | looked good,” says Neil. “They must have 
known from the tea parties, the painted nails and the fascination with the 
crimping iron how | would turn out. Hey, has anyone seen my Bead-Dazzler?” 


David: Age withheld, model / spokesperson for all things gay 


Aside, of course, from her unwavering love and support, David believes the 
most tangible thing his mother did was to allow him to go as Miss Piggy for 
Halloween in the Third Grade. Actually, ‘aid and abet’ is probably closer to the 
mark than ‘allow’, as she enthusiastically threw all her effort into helping him 
achieve this goal. 


“| remember my father walking in while my Mum was sewing my dress. ‘White 
satin—that’s not really your sort of thing, is it?’ he asked.‘No, don’t be silly; Mum 
replied absently, ‘it’s for David’ My father sighed and went off to listen to records 
with the headphones on.” 


Two days later David turned up at school in a white satin gown, long black 
evening gloves (selected from the dizzying array of lengths and colours in his 
mother’s dresser), blonde wig and a choker of genuine Mikkimoto pearls. His 
Mum even loaned him a pair of new pumps that she said needed “a wee bit of 
stretching.” When his father questioned the wisdom of sending their eight-year- 
old son to school in a pair of women’s heels, she reassured him that David was 
actually quite good at walking in them and that his feet weren’t big enough to 
stretch them out beyond the desired shape. 


The result? A first-place win, a nervous-looking vice-principal and a lifetime (or 
at least these thirty years hence) of knowing that everything will work out just 
fine as long as the pursuit of glamour is placed above all else. 


Casey: 27, Communications student / high-end retail 


“My mother used to curl my eyelashes because she said | had really long ones.” 
Upon further investigation it has been discovered that Casey’s Mum is also guilty 
of believing that a fun Saturday night, mother-son activity was cleaning out her 
massive jewelry box. 


Doug: 35, Airline employee / owner 


Doug’s mother was a go-go dancer on the Canadian equivalent of American 
Bandstand. Having been born at the end of 1974, his earliest memories are 
attached to the music of the late 70s and early 80s. It was playing all the time in 
the background and he and his sister would dance around the house to it like 
they were Solid Gold dancers. 


“Stevie Nicks would be playing and | would be dancing around in chiffon like a 
pixie on ecstasy. Later, Barry Manilow would sing about a beach bar. | don’t 
remember what the lyrics actually are, but | imagined that the Copacabana was 
full of hot-bodied, shirtless Spanish men in tight shorts and an endless stream of 
strawberry daiquiris.” 


More than any other musical group, however, there was ABBA. “I wanted to 
prance around on stage in front of thousands in a one-piece jumpsuit with a 
purple and pink triangular pattern on it just like Agnetha. My mother would tell 
me every day that | was the Dancing Queen. After a while | started to believe 
her.” 


Tim: 39, IT professional / shy guy 


“| think it was the fact that my Mum couldn’t sew, so she bought me a sewing 
machine. She hoped that | could hem her pants. | recall even going out and 
picking the sewing machine | wanted. | just kind of blossomed from there, | 
guess.” 


Adam: 36, Actor / leather man 


“My mother would take me shopping with her for hours. We would spend 
quality time in the SAAN store trying on cheap shoes that looked expensive. To 
this day | have expensive taste because | hated the smell of cheap rubber that the 
local SAAN provided.” 


Now me, Jason: 30, Communications student / mama’s boy 

While my rowdy younger brother and Dad were watching professional 
wrestling, my Mom and | were watching 80s prime time soap operas. We loved 
the delicious and scandalous plotlines of Dynasty, Dallas and my mother’s 
personal favourite: Knots Landing. 


Fourteen seasons of backstabbing, backcombing, infidelity, extravagance, 
trouble-making and even public nudity (strip croquet anyone?) was likely enough 
to push me out of the closet. Nicolette Sheridan (the manipulative vixen Paige 
Matheson) was more than Knots Landing’s town bicycle; she was also a weapon 
of mass destruction against my own heterosexuality. A word of warning to 
Desperate Housewives-watching-mothers: your sons are next. Nicolette’s still 


got it. W 
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Newcomer feels welcome 


By Outlooks Staff 


In the early summer months of this year the GLBT community of Calgary said 
farewell to a good friend and supporter when Constable Doug Jones retired from 
the Calgary Police Service. After seven years as the co-chair of the Sexuality and 
Gender Diversity Committee, Doug had become a familiar and friendly face at 
community events in Calgary and was known by many as our friend on the City 
police force. Several months have elapsed while the recruitment process 
unfolded in the search for Doug’s replacement. In September, the announcement 
was made that a nine-year veteran of the Calgary Police Service, Constable Bev 
Voros, had been appointed as the new co-chair of this important liason 
committee for a minimum three-year term. With an advanced degree in 
Psychology & Criminology from the University of Manitoba and a Certificate 
from the University of Calgary for Mediation and Negotiation, Bev brings impres- 
sive credentials and a gay-friendly attitude to her new role. For the past two and 
a half years, Bev has been working in downtown Calgary and is already familiar 
with much of the GLBT community activities that take place in this neighbour- 
hood. Her responsibilities also include the Hate-Bias portfolio, which compli- 
ments her activities on behalf of the gay community. Perhaps one of the most 
unique elements of this position is the fact that it reports directly to Calgary’s 
Police Chief and as such is the voice of our community at this high level of 
decision-making. 


With only six weeks on the job, Outlooks caught up with Bev during her already 
busy schedule for an exclusive interview about her new position and responsi- 
bilities. It was very clear that from the start Bev is impressed with how friendly 
everyone is in the GLBT community and how quickly she is being made to feel at 
home. 


selected for this position? 


Constable Voros: Well | was working 
on the street downtown in District | and 
my sergeant called me in because he 
thought | might be interested in this 
position. So | discussed things with him, 
talked it over with my husband and | 
thought it would be a great opportunity 
and different at this point in my career. 


Outlooks: Are there specific goals, 
directions or mandates for the Sexuality 
and Gender Diversity Committee? 


Constable Voros: That's the great 
thing about this position. The committee 
does have a mandate obviously because 
they have the job description, but we 
want to take ideas from the community, 
find out what’s going on, what they think 
should be changed, where we should be 
going from here. It gives us the freedom to take these ideas and run with them 
if we think they are compatible or to tweak them until they are. Because we 
report directly to the Chief, this is the community's way of reaching the Chief and 
getting his response. 


Outlooks: Does the position require that you become involved in the 
community or are you just expected to sit on the committee and report back to 
the Chief? 


Constable Voros: Definitely it includes community involvement and that’s 
the message | would like to get out to everyone; that if there are events they 
would like me to attend or that | should attend please send me an invitation. 
There’s been a bit of a gap since Doug left and maybe people don’t know whom 
to contact. Please email me with the details and if possible, | would like to attend. 


Outlooks: What kind of role do you play on the committee, are you just there 
to attend and observe? 


Constable Voros: As the co-chair | work with the other co-chair to run the 
meetings. The committee is made up of diverse representatives form the Calgary 
GLBT community and we meet once per month. We take the community’s issues 
or things that we have found in the media that should be discussed and we try to 
bring them to the forefront. At the moment, we are organising a poster drive for 
January and February next year. There is a new poster raising awareness of the 
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Outlooks: How did you come to be 


Gay Bashing issue and the posters are to be distributed to gay or gay-friendly 
bars, restaurants and businesses. 


Outlooks: Did you come into this position with a personal goal or objective 
you wanted to achieve? 


Constable Voros: Truth be told, | came in with a completely open mind. | 
didn’t know what the portfolio included. | loved the idea of monitoring the issues 
and making sure they are followed up on quickly. That’s important—the follow- 
up. My overall goal is to be open to what the community has to offer and eager 
to learn from everyone what is involved and what is needed to improve the safety 
in the GLBT community. 


Outlooks: Was there any special training required before you entered this new 
role? 


Constable Voros: No. | think, or | hope, they looked at my past experiences 
and qualifications both in the police force and in the military and my diverse 
background which | hope folds into this portfolio. 


Outlooks: At this point early on in your new position is there a message that 
you would like to say to the GLBT community? 


Constable Voros: | would just like to say that my door is open. If you would 
like to send me an email, if you would like to go for coffee to discuss things that 
have happened in the past, the present or your hopes for the future or how you 
think the committee can change please contact me so we can go forward from 
here. 


Outlooks: Lastly, what are your first impressions? 


Constable Voros: |’m quite impressed. The community is very open and 
welcome to change. They know I’m new at this, everyone is willing to share infor- 
mation with me and everyone is looking towards the future, which is great. I’m 
really glad I’m here. 


Constable Bev Voros is a new resource and friend to 
Calgary’s GLBT community. She is looking forward to 
hearing from you or meeting you at future community events 
and can be reached at (403) 206-8155 or by email: 
bev.voros@calgarypolice.ca W 


209-10TH AVE SW CALGARY 403 


Sunday $1.75 Shooter specials all day 

Monday Free pool all day 

Tuesday $1.75 draft all day 
Wednesday $3.50 domestic beer and highballs all day 
Thursday $4.75 double highballs 8pm until close 


Happy hour drink specials and free pool dai 


By Dale Smith 


Movies are always welcome gifts—especially in the dead of a 
Canadian winter! While gay characters have been woefully under- 
represented on television in the past couple of years, last year saw a 
spate of new gay films coming out of the indie scene. Fun, sexy and 
moving, these movies are sure to be a hit. 


EATING OUT 

Directed By: Q. Allan Brocka 

From:Ariztical Entertainment 

Running Time: 90 minutes / Release Date: 2005 


Don't let this film’s no-budget status dissuade you—it’s much 
smarter than it looks. Straight guy Caleb (Scott Lunsford) is 
unlucky in love, and his gay roommate Kyle (Jim Verraros) pines 
for fellow student Marc (Ryan Carnes). Marc, however, doesn’t notice Kyle, but 
Caleb certainly notices Marc’s best friend Gwen (Emily Brooke Hands) yet finds 
her unavailable. In a modern twist on a French farce, Kyle schemes to set Caleb 
up with Marc in order for Caleb to get close to Gwen, so that he can get closer 
to Marc in the process. What happens as a result, however, is not just funny, it’s 
also thought-provoking and raises a number of questions that you don’t see in 
most films. While on the surface Eating Out seems like an amateurish debut 
effort for both the writer/director and much of the cast, its surprisingly hidden 
depths make this a film you won’t soon forget. 


OUSE 


or gay and Ligue men 
- Western Canapa’s 


Larcest STEAMROOM! 
- Dry Sauna 
- Porn Rooms 
- Giory Hotes 


LATTER DAYS (Unrated Edition) 

Directed By: C. Jay Cox 

From:TLA Releasing 

Running Time: 107 minutes / Release Date: 2004 


mores The topic of sexuality and religion is rarely explored in the 
LATTER DAYS celluloid medium and even more complicated is the relation- 
<_ -<-- ws, Ship that the Mormon Church has with gays. When these two 


worlds collide in Latter Days, the result is a film so moving and 
powerful that it sweeps you away. Sexually aggressive party boy Christian (Wes 
Ramsey) lives the stereotypical West Hollywood life, waiting tables between his 
next conquest. When a group of Mormon missionaries move into the apartment 
across the way, Christian is bet fifty dollars that he can’t bed one of them. Almost 
instantly he latches onto Aaron (Steve Sandvoss), or “Elder Davis” as he is 
known. Aaron is struggling with his own feelings of sexuality, complicated by 
Christian’s advances. But when Aaron is discovered, the path they both must 
take becomes one of the most shattering experiences of both their lives. With 
rarely a dry eye in the house, Latter Days is one of those extraordinary movies 
that pushes the boundaries and makes you sit up and take notice. 


D.E.B.S. (Special Edition) 

Directed By: Angela Robinson 

From: Columbia Tristar Home Video 

Running Time: 9! minutes / Release Date: 2005 


This isn’t a film meant to be taken seriously. Think about it— 
a group of secret spies, recruited by a test determined through 
hidden SATs questions, whose trademarks are schoolgirl outfits 
and surveillance operations that just happen to have them 
sitting on swings in high places? This movie just screams camp—which is 
precisely why it’s so enjoyable. Added to this heavy dose of camp is a story about 
one of the D.E.B.S..—Amy Bradshaw (Sara Foster) falling for her worst nemesis, 
Lucy Diamond (Jordana Brewster)—after they interrupt what they thought was 
a meeting between evil villainesses that was actually a blind date. The resulting 
emotional turmoil for Amy leads to a series of amusing (and sometimes surreal) 
episodes as she reconciles falling in love with the enemy while still trying to 
remain loyal to her fellow D.E.B.S. and her country. Even though some of the 
performances, like those of veterans Holland Taylor and Michael Clarke Duncan, 
are a bit flat, D.E.B.S. is nothing short of an amusing romp in the playground of 
super-spies and sexy villainesses that has for so long been dominated by the 
James Bonds (or at the very least, the Austin Powers) of the celluloid world. 
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GIRL PLAY 

Directed By: Lee Friedlander 

From: Wolfe Video 

Running Time: 73 minutes / Release Date: 2005 


If one thing can be said about this film, it is that it resonates 
with the power of the truth of its story. In what was originally 
a staged reading, real-life couple Robin Greenspan and Lacie 
Harmon recount how they came together like two one-woman 
shows in a dual narrative. Robin, in a six-year relationship, and commitment- 
phobic Lacie, were friends from the stand-up comedy circuit. When cast in a play 
together as lovers, the pair found themselves developing that same level of 
intimacy as their characters, which had profound effects on their own lives. The 
film also stars film legends Mink Stole playing Robin’s mother and a hilarious 
Dom DeLuise as Gabriel, the queeny play director. 


Mixing the elements of the play reading with narrated filmed scenes, the film 
exudes a sense of raw honesty that leaves the viewer changed in their own view 
of relationships. 
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OUT IN THE KITCHEN 


‘Tis the festive season once again. Life 
evolves into a merry-go-round of parties, 
cocktails, hors d’ceuvres, turkey, dressing 
and rich desserts. With this in mind we 
picked the brain of our favourite chef and 
discovered a wonderful three course din- 
ner which is simple to prepare, easy to 
cook and proved to be a delightful alter- 
native to traditional holiday fare. We 
hope you enjoy Chef Jorde’s creations as 
much as we did when he prepared this 
delicious dinner enabling us to com- 
mence our holiday festivities in unique 
style at MoneyPennies. Bon Appétit! 


od with Wild Rice & Veggie Rainbow Rock Cornish Game Hen flambéed in Jagermeister 
ees Bay with roasted baby potatoes, cranberry pecan stuffi j d flash cheese sauce 
2 radicchio lettuce cups ai 
lea red, green and yellow bell peppers 
| red onion 
ic lotbsp _ minced garlic 
— 2tbsp  ———sbburttter or margarine 
 beup _ white and wild rice 
2 cups shrimp and scallop mix 


sweet basil leaf (fresh or dried) 
red wine (non-alcoholic works fine) 


ae I off the outer couple of leaves from a small head of radicchio lettuce. Put 
these aside in the refrigerator to use as a garnish for the appetizer. 

- Cut the peppers and onion into /% inch squares, toss with olive oil, half the garlic 
and the sweet basil. Place in a skillet and put on low heat, and push the ignore 

button. ~ 


Prepare the white and wild rice according to the instructions on the package, 
and push the ignore button again. As long as it is on low heat it will not overcook. 


At service time, melt the butter or margarine in a skillet over medium heat. Add 
the rest of the minced garlic and let it sizzle for a minute or so. (Be careful not to 
burn the garlic). Add the scallops and shrimps and toss well, until the shrimps turn 
light pink. This will only take a few seconds, so stay with it. Add the red wine and 
turn off the heat. 


Place the radicchio cup on the edge of the plate. Place a scoop of wild rice in 

he cup so that it spills over a bit. Arrange the peppers and onions on the edge of 
@ rice so that it spills over. Repeat with the seafood mixture. The arrangement 

should look like a rainbow — sort of... 

joy this with a buttery French Chablis or Chardonnay. Actually, any white wine 

l work with this, as long as it is not too sweet. Pouilly Fuisse is very nice, if you 

d it, but it tends to be expensive. 


The ingredients you will need for this main course: 


CRANBERRY PECAN STUFFING 
” cup dried cranberries 
_ Ye cup whole pecans — 
2cups _ garlic croutons 
2 tbsp butter or margarine 
2 OZ cranberry juice 
2 o0z Jagermeister liqueur 
pinch black pepper — : 


_ EXOTIC VEGETABLES 
_2pc Peruvian white asparagus 
{sm Aubergine (Chinese eggplant) 


2-4 _ large brussels sprouts — 
(10-12 carrot pearls 
10 baby red potatoes © 


‘| tbsp cracked black pepper — 


The recipes on these pages will feed two people 


Cornish Hens Method: 
Preheat the oven to 350°F 


Rinse the hens in cold water and pat dry. Rub 
with coarse salt, dust with (very little) cinnamon 
and set aside. 


Prepare the stuffing: 


a. Melt the butter over medium heat. Add 
the black pepper and the Jagermeister and set 
the mixture alight. Let the flames go out on 
their own, then add the cranberry juice. Bring to 
a boil, and then turn off the heat. 


b. Place the croutons in a bowl, add the 
butter mixture and toss until the croutons are 
evenly moistened. 


c. Stuff the cavities of the birds with the 
stuffing. Pack it in tightly so that the shape of the 
bird is preserved during cooking. That is, after 
all, what the stuffing is for in the first place... 


d. Place birds breast up in a shallow baking 
pan. Drizzle with olive oil and sprinkle with 
marjoram leaves. 


e. Place on middle rack of the oven. Let 
roast slowly for about | hour. Inside tempera- 
ture should be 165°F. 


f. Every 10 or 15 minutes, drizzle a little of 
the Jagermeister over the breast of the birds and 
return to the oven. Try to keep an ounce or so 
of the Jagermeister aside to flambe the birds at 
service. 

g. Fifteen minutes before service, turn the 
oven up to 375°F to brown the birds. Keep 
an eye on them because they can get too 
dark at this temperature. 


h. Prepare the vegetables while the birds 

are roasting: 

i. Cut the Aubergine into four spears. 
Coat lightly with olive oil and dust lightly, 
according to your taste, with cracked pepper. 
Set in a skillet over medium héat. Turn over 

when browned and brown the other side. Dust 
with parmesan cheese and cover with a lid. Turn 
off the heat. 


i. Pare off a ring of the skin around the 
middle of each potato to expose the yellow flesh 
inside. Boil in lightly salted water until %s 
cooked: still firm at the center. Drain and place 
in the pan with the hens. 


ii. Trim the Brussels sprouts and place in 
boiling salted water. When they are half cooked, 
add the carrots and simmer for a few minutes 
until all are done. Don’t overcook them. 


iv. Place asparagus in the same water and 
turn off the heat. 


V. Prepare the cheese sauce: Place the 
sour cream and mayonnaise in a skillet over 
medium heat and whisk until fully blended. Bring 
to a simmer and add the bleu cheese and 
parmesan. Stir constantly until the cheese is 
melted. Adda little milk or water if the sauce its 
too thick. Reduce heat and plate the dinner 


Service: Place the bird on the plate and 
surround with the potatoes and vegetables. 
Drizzle the cheese sauce over the Brussels 
sprouts and asparagus. Warm the last of the 
Jagermeister in a snifter. Present the plate to 
your guest, light the Jagermeister and pour half 
of the flaming liquid over the bird. Do the same 
with your own. Be careful with this — the snifter 
will be very hot, and the flames can easily singe 
your frock if you spill it. 


Enjoy, and take your time eating this. A nice 
gutsy red wine like a Hermitage or Chateau- 
Neuf will work very well, but if your budget is 
more modest, any Merlot or Shiraz will do. 


What you’ll need: 

| bartlett pear 

2 macintosh apples 

Ys cup smooth peanut butter 
2 stalks celery (with leaves) 4 . 
% cup chopped walnuts , 
Ys cup whipping cream 
Y, cup apple juice 

Y cup white sugar 

Y, cup red wine 


Bartlett Pear poached 
with ‘Skofu’ Waldorf Salad & Candie 


Whip the cream and sweeten with some of 
the sugar. Place in the refrigerator to keep cool. 


Place the peanut butter and apple juice in a large bowl and whip until smooth and creamy, about the 
consistency of mayonnaise. 


Fold the whipped cream and the peanut butter mixture together and add the walnuts. Do not over — 
mix; the dressing should be light and airy, about the same texture as any other creamy salad dressing. 


Refrigerate. = 

Place the red wine, cranberry juice and sugar in a poaching pan and bring to a boil. Reduce heat to a 
simmer. a ae 

Cut the pear in half and hollow out the center leaving as much of the pear flesh intact as possible. Place 
pear halves cut-side-down in the red wine mixture. The liquid should come to about half-way up the pear 
only. Add some water, if necessary. Cover and place over low heat for about 5 minutes. ee = 


When softened, but still firm, remove the pears carefully and place on a plate in the refrigerator to chill. ee 
Place the Rosemary sprigs in the remaining wine and juice mixture and simmer over medium heat, until 
the liquid forms a thick syrup. ; 4° 
Cut the apple and celery into matchstick-sized sticks and toss ina little lemon juice to prevent oxidize 
tion. Add the chilled peanut cream to the apple and celery mixture and toss lightly. _ % 


Place poached pear half on a plate, hollowed side up, and spoon the salad mixture over the bottom hal a 
of the pear. Garnish with a whole pecan or walnut and the rosemary sprig, which should be very sticky 
by now. The rosemary, by the way, is quite edible, and really quite tasty, depending on how adventurous 
you are. 

Enjoy this dessert with a cup of strong coffee. Port is a good foil for this, as is a nice Ice-wine or Muscat. 
lf you prefer your alcohol stronger or dryer, a glass of Armagnac or Cognac would also suffice. ay 


Enjoy! 


Jorde English graduated from Malaspina University College in Nanaimo, BC with a certifi- 
cate in Culinary Arts (1985) and a degree in Commerce - Hospitality Management (1987). 
He has been awarded numerous awards for culinary flair, including 2 silver medals at the 
“almost Olympic level” in the “Taste of Canada” first international culinary competition in 
Toronto, ON in 1985. 

Since then, he has honed his skills in such places as the Bayside Inn in Parksville, BC, and 
The Engineer's Club in Vancouver. After owning his own restaurant in Nanaimo for two 
years, and managing a number of restaurants, resorts and hotels in BC’s interior, he made 
“an unlikely but mostly successful foray in to the corporate world...” of franchise restau- 
rants, climbing most of the way to the top of the Ivory Tower. 


Jorde arrived in Calgary and at Money-Pennies almost simultaneously in June of 2000, 
and has been “...painting pictures and irritating people with my creepy sense of humor...” 
ever since. He can be found there almost any time. 
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HOROSCOPE 


The festive season is upon us and the planets command us to hang our 
mistletoe and wrap our boxes with care. We have four retrograde planets 
crisscrossing the cosmos, which can lead to ‘““Wilde” abandon. Ho ho ho! Hey 
who are you calling a ho?? 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 


December will be a month to remember for all gay Rams with love in their hearts and 
a spring in their step. Sweet talk gers sticky fast ... if you are lucky. If you find that you 
are dipping into your social pool of pals for your assorted activities be sure that you set 
the ground rules first. While you may discover a gem among your trash, it may also lose 
its luster once it is worn. 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 


You'll live to impress this December ...and impress you will! Queer Bulls will make an 
aggressive first impression and while they are bulldozing their new acquaintances, they'll 
manage to boldly spread their holiday cheer around the house. Pushy, pushy, pushy. Will 
Santa Seer leave you a stocking or toys or coal? With these gas prices, you may 
want the coal. 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 


Try not to talk off the cuff this December, pink Twin. It will only get you into trouble. 

Careful communication will not only help you avoid hidden pitfalls and problems, it will 

also give you gravitas and impact. Too often, you giddily let your best ideas casually float 

eiey so others can take credit. Why? Stop being a verbal doormat and become a weighty 
oorstop. 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


The path of true love may lead you down some pretty interesting highways this 
December. Gay Crabs will discover all sorts of possibilities in some surprising and 
unusual social circles. But as hot as it starts is as eae it ends. So how can you navigate 
safely? Look at the signs—proceed with caution, avoid falling rock zones, expect patches 
of ice and be slippery when wet. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 


As much as you hanker for center stage, December may be the month to quietly 
lounge in the background. Proud Lions may step on others tails if they demand all the 
attention. Be sultry, aloof and all knowing and dispense your charms in tiny increments. 
Reservedness takes you further than bossing the course and letting it all hang out...at 
least in certain circles. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


Prepare for a few mixed signals this December. Your intuition will send you in the 
wrong direction and you may misunderstand others’ intentions. Queer Virgins can save 
the day however if they stick to what and who they know and celebrate the festivities 
closer to home. Warm those chestnuts by the home fires with a certain you-know-who. 
Is your yule log on fire? 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


Who lights your fire this December? Proud Libras will be ready and raring to get into 
some sexy trouble, with some interesting results. They think nothing of throwing caution 
to the four winds to see who is ready to celebrate with them. Of course, there are one 
or two amours du jour that might be best to blow off. Err ... that means end it, buster! 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 


There is something about the way you talk to others that will cause rifts this holiday 
season. Could it be your flippant manner, your caustic observations or your rash actions? 
Perhaps a combination. Instead of channeling your energies into career, gay Scorps need 
to work less and love more. On the prowl? hice tHe bare with a few merry ates and 
see what they have in their sack. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


Give your imagination a rest while you make yout holiday plans. The less you expect, 
the more fun you will ultimately have. Gay Archers will benefit by staying close to the 
tried and true rather than seeking stimulation in exotic climes. Let’s see what can happen 
under the mistletoe at your home celebration ...or in the supply closet in your office. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


If you are looking for deep and powerful connections this December, you may have to 
settle for something a bit more platonic to warm your cockles. Pink Caps find that lust 
will have its price (doesn’t it always...) but that friendship is priceless. Let your pals take 
control of all festive plans and be there for the ride. Don’t forget the eight tiny reindeer 
...and the eggnog. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 


Toss some great ideas at your boss and see what happens. You'll be brimming with 
brilliance ...at least in your career. Socially, however, things are a bit different. Just like a 
few fairy tale heroes, your charming allure may wear off at the stroke of midnight. But 
don’t despair, Aqueerius. The secret to your success this December is to be home and 
in bed early. Ahem.... 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


Your sparks of wit will turn quite a few heads this December especially after mid- 
month. Guppies should not be shy around strangers; this is the time to impress powerful 
people who can help hae Make sure that you get the word Out globally. Launch new 
projects and see how far you can take them. But don’t get bogged down in routine. Hang 
your tinsel on a few new trees. 
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Madonna is out 


By Shaun Proulx 


Um, have you heard that Madonna’s got a new CD out? Toronto’s gay village 
sure did, with the online mag | publish—GayGuideToronto.com—throwing the 
official CD launch party at Woody’s last month. Disco-a-la-Madge reigned of 
course, with thirteen of metro’s finest drag queens performing interpretations of 
Madonna through the ages for a capacity crowd at the Church Street booze- 
teria, with a waiting lineup outside that snaked around the block. Each queen 
was in competition to win not only the title of Best Madonna (by audience vote), 
but also a complete Madonna CD library and a tasty cash prize. In the end, the 
honour went to Heaven Lee for working the crowd into a frenzy with her rendi- 
tion of Holiday. Uber-queens Donnarama and Miss Conception hosted the bash, 
which included a message sent from Mrs. Ritchie herself, and a raffle for loads of 
exclusive Madonna prizing with proceeds—over $3000, including a $500 
donation from Woody’s—going to the Toronto People With AIDS Foundation. 


Unfortunately the day after brought only Thursday, rather than a hang-over- 
friendly fake-it Friday, likely a day that probably also arrived too soon for organ- 
izers of Spotlight!, Fife House’s fourth annual benefit fundraiser. You ‘see, Fife 
House, which is home to the organization that provides affordable housing to 
local people living with HIV/AIDS, caught on fire just days before their event. 
Faulty electrical wiring in the old building was blamed, with Fife’s boardroom 
pretty much toast in the end, pardon the word choice. What had to make 
matters worse was that donated artwork, stored in the boardroom for the silent 
auction portion of that week’s Spotlight! evening, suffered smoke damage. 
Luckily, last word had it that art restorers were able to do just that. After all, 
with Christopher Newton—of Shaw Festival fame—in attendance, the show had 
no choice but to go on. 
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‘Tis the season to be jolly—or bitter, depending on how you view this most 
magically commercial time of the year. Thank god for one of my favourite 
loudmouths Ms. Maggie Cassella and her NYC comedy pal Julie Goldman. The 
two are offering a balm for those who are already over the ho-ho-ho, with The 
Italijew Holi-Rant Extravaganza this month at Buddies In Bad Times Theatre from 
December |-10. Does the ornery green Grinch have anything to be worried 
about with the arrival of these two mouthy lesbians and their separate shows? 
Cassella told me, “We're mad all the time, the holidays are just an excuse. We 
figure it'll do people some good to be in a room full of rage considering the 
stress of all of the holiday bullshit, family bullshit, work bullshit and bullshit 
bullshit. Of course, if they love the holidays they should come too, so we can 
slap some sense into them.” Cassella’s shtick focuses on the year in review, with 
Goldman’s offering general outrage. Both are sure to delight local boys and girls 
alike. Call the Buddies box office at 416-975-8885 for show times and ticket info. 


And if you’re one of those people whose January is already filling fast, mark 
Sashimi down in your calendars quick (Sunday, January 22nd at 7p.m.- tickets $20 
from the Buddies In Bad Times box office: 416-975-8555). The fundraising brain- 
child of local lad Scott Cheslock, last year’s notorious inaugural evening—called 
Sushi—will forever be remembered as the dark night where co-host, performer 
Keith Cole, rained piss all over the stage, spattering the gay bowling league sitting 
in the front row. “Can we expect more urine this year?” | asked Cheslock. “No, 
no absolutely not,’ he was quick to assure. “I’m not going down that road this 
time.’ Scat? “Nope,” he replied. “This is a project | want to keep growing, and 
already it’s doing that this year.’ Indeed: the opening choreographed number has 
nine people in it and the décor will reflect the theme of underwater brothel. 
Rock legend Carole Pope is co-hosting, Scott Thompson is returning, Rex 
Harrington has also just been booked and the night will see thousands of dollars 
worth of prizes raffled off, all to benefit the Toronto People With AIDS 
Foundation. There are only 350 seats and tickets are already selling. 


Happy 2006! W 
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Prime Times in Warmer Climes 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


Prime Timers World Wide (PTWVV), founded in 1987 by retired Texan 
Woody Baldwin, has grown since then to include some sixty chapters world- 
wide. 


Baldwin, a former professor, felt there was a wide gap in society, with too 
much focus on the youth culture and not enough social room for older gay 
and bisexual men. 


The aim of Prime Timers World Wide 
is to provide older men—along with 
younger admirers—a place to meet, 
socialize and have fun. The organization 
has most of its members in the U.S. and 
Canada, but there are branches in other 
countries, including Australia. 


Meetings offer a warm, supportive 
atmosphere, where men can enrich their 
social lives by meeting old friends and 
finding new ones. 


There are branches in such places as 
Vancouver, Toronto and Winnipeg. 


Recently over 400 members met in 
Orlando, Florida, for their eighth inter- 
national convention. It drew delegates 
Among them were four members of the 


from across the U.S. and Canada. 
Winnipeg branch: Brent McVean, Jim Threadkill, Denis Blais and Roger Lovett. 


McVean, 62, one of the original founders of the Winnipeg branch says the 
group provides a great social meeting place, as well as a chance to play bridge 
and learn about many subjects, including travel, legal affairs and health issues. 
He has attended past conventions in Dallas and Palm Springs and is already 
planning to attend the 2007 event in Reno, Nevada. The following year 
Toronto will host the gathering. 


“We all had a great time in Orlando and | made many new friends as well 
as running into old ones I’d met a previous conventions,’ McVean told 
Outlooks. “There were interesting workshops on ageing, legal issues and on 
how to start a new chapter and maintain the membership.” 


McVean also got a chance to play bridge. He and a partner from Toronto 
were the high point winners and both received a computerized bridge game 
as a prize. There were also many social events, including a gala dinner during 
which two American Prime Timers exchanged vows with each other. Fittingly, 
Woody Baldwin, creator of the organization, conducted the commitment 
ceremony. 


“The convention was lighter than usual on formal workshops because there 
were so many interesting places to visit,’ says McVean. “We had a chance to 
visit Disney World, Sea World, the Cirque du Soleil, MGM Studios and the 
Cape Kennedy Space Centre.” 


The Winnipeg visitors enjoyed a cocktail party to celebrate Toronto having 
been awarded the 2009 convention. At a special breakfast on the final day a 
lesbian city councillor outlined the many obstacles she overcame in the 
process of running for office and being elected. Her theme was: Stick to your 
principles and beliefs. 


“These conventions are a great place to make new friends and I’ve been in 
e-mail and phone contact with several I’ve met over the years,” says McVean, 
who stayed at the Holiday Inn for part of the convention. He and his friends 
also enjoyed a stay at the very gay-friendly Parliament House in Orlando, 
settling in just in time for Halloween. 


Retired Winnipegger Jim Threadkill, who officially represented the Winnipeg 
chapter, says it was a good chance to exchange information on how to enroll 
and keep new members. “Finding volunteers to run things is always a 
challenge no matter where you live,” he says. “Communication is also impor- 
tant. Many Prime Timers don’t have access to a computer and they prefer to 
get information mailed to them. We compared notes on things like that.” 


He says many hotels were packed during the convention because people 
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had fled to Orlando to 
escape Hurricane Wilma, 
which wrecked many parts 
of southern Florida. 


“Orlando escaped most 
of it, but the power was 
out in Fort Lauderdale and 
there were a lot of 
Floridians at the Orlando 
hotels, some with their 
pets.” 


Threadkill says most 
delegates are of mature 
age, with some well into 
their eighties. “Prime 
Timers is a good place for 
older men to socialize and avoid isolation,” he says. “Most members are older, 
but there were some younger men there, including one who was just twenty- 


” 


two. 


Denis Blais, a Winnipeg school teacher who has also trained as a clown, 
registered under his clown name CloClo and donned his red nose many 
times—a guaranteed ice breaker. He especially enjoyed dressing as a clown 
at his hotel’s Halloween Party. “Ve had a great time,” he laughs. “Someone 
came as the Pope and two guys were flying nuns. | never expected to see the 
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Pope at Parliament House! 


A keen cyclist, Blais plans to fly down to Florida next November and spend 
a month cycling around. “There were so many interesting attractions down 
there and we only got a chance to sample a few such as Disney World,” he 
says. “Now that I’ve had a taste of the area | want to go back once the hurri- 
cane season is over. And | have a lot of new friends.” 
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Dancing in Montréal 


By Daniel Wylie and Michael Sinnott 


When you think of places with 
amazing night life, New York, London 
and Ibiza (Spain) come to mind. The 
Montréal party scene rivals these 
places. Clubbing in Montréal is diverse 
and the gay village certainly has its share ~ 
of great venues that offer a gambit of 
interesting opportunities to dance. 


The gay village in Montréal runs from 
east to west along Ste-Catherine Street 
starting from Papineau east to Berri 
Street. At the eastern most tip of the 
village is the Stud bar. It is a leather/bear 
bar catering to gay men. Two popular 
nights at the Stud are Thursday nights 
featuring house music and Sunday’s “Stud54” offers a disco beat. An alterna- 
tive for a mixed clientele on Sundays would be the Sky Pub a couple of blocks 
west of the Stud. Those in attendance are primarily in their late twenties to 
mid thirties and are a mix of gay and straight who dance at this lively T-Dance 
that features some excellent local DJ talent. Continuing west is Le Drugstore, 
a multiplex of eight different bars where the top floor features local women 
DJs that excite the primarily lesbian clientele into a dancing frenzy. Weekend 
nights are the most popular. Right across the street from Le Drugstore is the 
Aigle Noir—Black Eagle, a men’s leather bar that has a very small dance floor 
but rocks on Thursdays with their “100% beef” night for the bear crowd and 
has excellent music through out the weekend. 


Continuing west along Ste-Catherine Street we hit Unity II. This club is open 
from Wednesday through Sunday and is a favorite amongst the young hip 
crowd in Montréal. Unity Il has 2 rooms and features D]’s ranging in style 
from R&B, House to Top 40.A couple of 
doors west is Cabaret Mado. While not 
a dance club (Mado’s primarily features 
drag/live singing and entertainment), 
Thursday evening has been a good night 
for local DJs spinning house. On 
weekends you can catch Mado herself 
spinning a rather eclectic mix of music. 


At the corner of Ste-Catherine and 
ii) Amherst Street is the Parking Bar 
complex, erick has aires bars and a terrace. Parking Nightclub (upstairs) is 
becoming one of the hottest clubs in the city. It is open Thursday through 
Sunday and attracts a different crowd for each night that it is open. Thursday’s 
theme is “Overdose” which features electro music.‘‘Perfect Sundays” features 
very upbeat house music. Both these nights are extremely popular with a 
mixed clientele. Friday and Saturday night at Parking are for men only. Friday’s 
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theme is “Traffic” featuring | 
progressive house from local 
and international DJs and it 
attracts some of Montréal’s 
hottest men. Saturday is 
“Workout” and features a mix 
of tribal and vocal house 
where bears and musclemen 
dance side by side, shirts off, 
steaming up the dance floor. 


If you still have not gotten your fill of dancing after the bars close at 3:00 
a.m., you may want to check out one of Montréal’s after hours clubs. Though 
all have a gay following, by far the most popular for the GLBT crowd is Stereo. 
Just a couple of blocks east of Parking along Ste-Catherine Street is this 
“Temple of Sound”. With its multi-million dollar sound 
system and fabulous acoustics, it hosts many of the top | 
local DJs and has.a long roster of the world’s most 
popular DJs in residence or as guests. This club is a must 
when visiting Montréal. Stereo is consistently rated 
among the top clubs in the world. It also typifies what 
makes going out dancing in Montréal so special. You will 
find people of all ages (from eighteen to persons in their 
sixties), races, genders and sexual orientations who 
congregate here to share 
in their passion for some 
hard dancing and amazing 
music. 


This is not a complete 
list of dance clubs in the 
city but just some that 
happen to be in the gay 
village that provide SEs Bre entertainment to 
those who want to dance the night away. One 
of the striking things about Montréal’s dance 
scene is that whether you are gay, straight or 
somewhere in between, you should be able to 
find a place that is welcoming and attitude free. 
For all who love music and love to dance—be 
happy and enjoy the music! W 


The Stud bar, 1812 Ste-Catherine Street East (studbar.com) 
Complexe Sky, 1474 Ste-Catherine Street East (complexesky.com) 
Le Drugstore, 1360 Ste-Catherine Street East 
Aigle Noir — The Black Eagle, 1315 Ste-Catherine St East (aiglenoir.com) 
Unity Il, 1171 Ste-Catherine Street East (club-unity2.com) 
Cabaret Mado, | 115 Ste-Catherine Street East (mado.qc.ca) 
Parking, 1296 Amherst Street at Ste-Catherine (parkingbar.com) 
Stereo, 858 Ste-Catherine Street East (stereo-nightclub.com) 
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The Faces of the Future 


By Rick Pollard 


It’s a brisk November evening as twenty-five members of Regina’s peer support 
group for GLBT2 youth—Generation Queer (GENQ for short)—gather to meet 
with me and talk about themselves and their experiences. 


Tonight’s meeting, like every meeting, begins with the participants telling the 
group something about themselves. Many use it to update the others on the 
mundane details of their everyday lives. Wo announce that they're about to get 
braces; another mentions that he and his parents are moving into a new home. 
One girl tells me that she is a student and some of her friends immediately chastise 
her for missing school the last few days. It’s apparent that those who have been 
coming to these meetings for some time know one another fairly well, and there is 
a lot of good-natured teasing. From time to time, the group’s facilitators, Zak and 
Monique, gently remind people not to take their teasing too far, but on this night 
at least, there’s little evidence of it being a serious problem. 


The members of GENQ are an eclectic group of young men and women. Some 
are of legal drinking age but most are between fifteen and seventeen years of age. 
Most have come out to their parents. The majority are still in school and most have 
come out to their peers, although not always voluntarily. On the other hand, most 
have not come out to their co-workers, usually because of the homophobic 
language they hear in the workplace. 


Most GENQ members are uncomfortable with conventional labels. Indeed, it 
seems to be a point of pride for many in the group that their sexual orientation 
can not be easily categorized. Many identify themselves as “pansexual” or “queer”— 
terms that make older gay and lesbian people wince—but which GENQ members 
seem comfortable using to describe anyone whose sexual orientation or gender 
identity falls outside the normal definitions. 


Members who describe themselves as “fence-hoppers” (bisexual) are just as 
numerous as those who identify as gay or lesbian. They’re not using the label to 
hide from the possibility of being gay or lesbian; some are still trying to define their 
sexuality while others simply refuse to accept limitations on their options. For 
example, Amanda—age seventeen—describes herself as bisexual and is currently 
dating Rob, a self-described straight male who likes to express his feminine side 
occasionally in the way he dresses. Another young man, Aaron, describes himself as 
“two-spirited”, a gay male spirit and a female spirit in the same body. (The large 
number of aboriginal youth in Regina suggests that the popular usage of this term 
will likely continue to increase.) Others are still grappling with their gender 
identity and for that reason are reluctant to assign themselves a specific sexual 
orientation. After all, does a transgendered male involved in a relationship with a 
woman identify himself as gay or straight? 


As they talk about their lives, it becomes obvious that the legalization of same- 
sex marriage and other recent gains in legal equality have not solved all of their 
problems. Violence and harassment are still something most of them confront daily. 
Some have been gay-bashed. One young woman was attacked by a group of kids 
with chains and boards after a so-called friend outed her; the harassment stopped 
only when she demonstrated a willingness to fight violence with violence, hardly an 
ideal solution. One young man told a story of how his co-workers on an Estevan 
job site told him “fags shouldn't talk”. A student at Robert Usher High School had 
her locker glued shut. Another said that homophobic graffiti clearly intended for 
him was mistakenly spray-painted on the locker next to his. One participant told 
a story from a few years ago of a young football player who was reportedly tied to 
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Sadly, there are few support services available to young people who come out in 
high school in Regina. Even high school guidance counselors are not always 
supportive; one young man says that when he told his counselor that he was 
bisexual, he was told that he should “learn to be straight”. Many report that the 
environment in Catholic schools is particularly hostile. GENQ members also say 
that kids with higher-income, university-educated parents do not necessarily make 
for more tolerant peers; one young woman suggests that these sheltered kids 
aren’t often exposed to people who are different from themselves. 


There are no gay-straight alliances in Regina now, although some GENQ 
members are trying to start one at their school. An advocacy group made up 
largely of parents of gay and lesbian youth, the Action Community for Education on 
Sexuality (ACES), has been working with the Regina Public School Division to try 
to get support for their creation. One GENQ member is involved with Street 
Culture Kidz, an organization that encourages young people at risk to express 
themselves through art and creativity, but Street Culture is not a group aimed 
predominantly at GLBT2 youth. 


There are hopeful signs. Brian, the president of GENQ, says that some of the 
popular kids at his old school are starting to come out.As he puts it, “They figure 
if the dorks can come out, so can they.” There are supportive parents, teachers and 
fellow students. But, for many of these young people, GENQ is the only real 
support system there is. 


GENQ meets every two weeks. There is a monthly movie night; the kids 
themselves choose the movies, subject to the film’s rating. The group regularly 
publishes a newsletter with stories and poetry and news items. GENQ members 
are a fixture at drag events in the community; the Halloween show featured GENQ 
members jumping out of a rainbow coffin and performing the choreography to 
Thriller. A recent coffee house showcased the artistic talents (i.e. poetry, music) of 
group members. 


Like everyone else in Regina who works on behalf of the queer community, 
GENQ’s facilitators, Zak and Monique, are volunteers working long hours. Zak has 
even surrendered his Mr. Gay Regina XV title to devote more time to GENQ. 


Monique worries that she will fail this group of young people who are counting 
on her. There seems little danger of that for now. But one can’t help wondering 
how long people can continue working this hard without more help or financial 
support. For more information on GENQ, call (306)525-6046. Ww 
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TRAVEL 


by Ralph Higgins 


The Maori word for New Zealand is 
Aotearoa, which means ‘long white cloud’ 
but there was only clear blue sky last 
February as my plane arrived in Auckland. 
As | left the airport the whirring of the 
cicadas and scented breeze through the 
palm trees was like a big welcoming kiss 
after the cold and snow of Nova Scotia. 


Auckland is the largest city in New 
Zealand—of a population of four million 
New Zealanders, nearly a third live in 
Auckland. There are two _ harbours, 
wonderful beaches and parks. Auckland is 
also the centre of most gay life in New 
Zealand and home to the Hero Festival, the 
two-week Pride celebrations that happen 
every February. For a fortnight, queer - ' 
Kiwis along with their families and friends, can attend a oie range of activities 
celebrating the gay life. Harbour cruises, movie screenings, debates, theatrical 
presentations, garden tours and literary readings are part of the everyday 
events as well as sports from swimming to bowling, culminating in the Hero 
Dance Party on the last Saturday where celebrants can give terpsichorean 
expression on three different dance floors to an eclectic mixture of contem- 
porary, Maori and Pacific Island musical offerings. The festival ends with the 
Hero Parade on the final Sunday. 


One of the highlights of the Hero Festival is Big Gay Out. Originally 
envisioned to be a family picnic event with entertainment, Big Gay Out now 
offers much more. On a blazing hot day, my friends and | headed to Coyles Park 
in Point Chevalier—a huge wide-open space, surrounded by palm trees and the 

: , Pacific Ocean. Heavy traffic 
slowed us all down—special 
buses are needed to get all the 
revellers there together. Then 
suddenly there we were!— 
amid brilliant sunshine and the 
particular buzzing atmosphere 
of happy freedom that perme- 
ates any large gathering of 
queer folk. At one end was a 
stage where a_ constantly 
changing series of perform- 
ances took place: drag shows, 

aa musical groups, dancers and 
comedians with occasional breaks for contests like the butchest and campiest 
dog. The mood was decidedly upbeat as we stopped by a food van and then 
headed out to browse through the tents and booths set up along the perimeter 
of the park. | picked up pamphlets from festival organizers, chatted with the 
swim team, laughed at the Drown A Bigot carnival game at the Labour Party 
booth and—avid souvenir hunter and shopper that | am—spent a delightful 
time at the tents selling pride pins, belts, flags, jewellery and clothing—yep, been 
there, done that, bought the tee shirt! Mine says Bent in rainbow colours. The 
safe sex tent was drawing lots of attention with its Bullfighter campaign —the 
“bull” being misinformation about safer sex—while lively trade was es place 
at all the booths. 
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Sheltered by trees, near the centre of the park was a family section where 
those with young children could pool resources to keep youngsters enter- 
tained, safe and happy. Near this was a display of the AIDS quilt, a sombre 
reminder of those who now celebrate on the other side of the rainbow. 


The only disruptive element was a small group of right wing Christians with 
their usual boring Love-the-sinner-Hate-the-sin placards. A duo of jester mimes 
were mockingly dismissive of this mission much to the uproarious amusement 
of the crowd. Most passers-by gave this religious group the attention they 
deserved i.e. none at all, and refused to let this tiny show of dissent affect the 
happy mood of the afternoon. 


The political situation for queer New Zealanders is gradually evolving. An 
atmosphere of machismo still reigns in many parts of New Zealand typified by 
hearty beer-drinking sports 
fans loyally supporting the All 
Blacks rugby team with the 
same devotion as Canadians 
follow the NHL. However, in 
2004, strongly supported by 
the Labour Party (rather like 
our NDP) the Civil Union Bill 
was passed which gives equal 
rights to both same-sex and 
straight common-law couples. 
Legislation prohibits discrimi- 
nation in areas like immigra- 
tion and property but stops 
short of permitting gay marriage, although most GLBT New Zealanders | spoke 
with were watching with keen interest the political changes happening in 
Canada. 


Lake Tekapo 


The topic of gay rights came up again the next night when we attended a 
Maori hangi, or traditional feast. We had stuffed ourselves with delicious dishes 
like lamb, chicken and baked kumara (sweet potato) cooked in a large earthen 


_ pit and had taken in the stage show enacting traditional greeting ceremonies, 


dances and songs. Our jovial young host had just fielded a question about why 
women were not permitted to become chiefs when | asked him about gay men. 
After a thoughtful pause he told us that traditionally men that we would now 
call homosexual, were well-respected members of the community often 


Maori dancers 


becoming tahunga (shamans or priests) and that their ae would. be a ' 


impediment to becoming chief. This was very much in accordance with what 
| understand about many North American native traditions. 


The Maori, like many aboriginal peoples all over the world, are attempting t to 
reclaim their history, culture and pride. Maori and English signs are common 
in stores and the famous One Tree Hill is a monument erected by a man of 
European descent as a tribute to the Maori people. An attractive people, 
smooth-skinned often decorated with traditional mokos, or tattoos, they are 
relatives of the other Polynesian groups. Many are renowned artisans carving 
beautiful and intricate designs in wood, bone and green stone (New Zealand 
jade). 

While the North Island has its beaches, hot springs and tropical vegetation, 
the South Island contains rolling farmland for sheep and horses, spectacular 
lakes and a mountain range known as the Southern Alps. Fans of Lord of the 
Rings will find many familiar scenes travelling through the ever-changing 
countryside. Travelling in New Zealand is made very easy by the abundance of 
hostels known as backpackers, with their cabins or dormitories and communal 
kitchens and laundry facilities. On every side is such dramatically beautiful 
countryside that a camera is a necessity. 


One morning in a spirit of sheer exuberant joy at Franz Joseph Glacier Park, 
| flung off my clothes and posed naked near the glacier for a friend's camera. 
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_but just as | laughingly raised my 


No tour buses had yet arrived 
so we assumed we were alone 


arms in exhilaration, along 
swooped a helicopter full of 
camera-clicking tourists—so 
perhaps | figure in some other 
voyager’s travelogue from 
Down Under. 


The greatest charm of New 
Zealand is the warmth and 
welcome of her people. There 
were numerous examples: a 
craftsman opening his shop long | 
after closing time so that we 
could admire the carvings which 
neither our budgets nor luggage 
could accommodate; a man at a 
neighbouring café table striking 
up a conversation upon hearing 
our accents; the grocery clerk 
who gave me an employee 
discount—not condoned by his 
boss, I’m sure. Even the 
sparrows were friendly, boldly landing on tables to search for muffin crumbs. 


A small but appealing factor is the lack of winged insect pests. There are no 
screens on windows because they are not needed. This absence of mosqui- 
toes means that one can begin with a leisurely gin and tonic watching the 
sunset and continue under the glittering Southern Cross of the night sky. 


The question one will ponder is not if one will return to New Zealand but 
rather, how soon? 
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By Dale Smith 


Books are always a great gift idea—they’re great for curling up with on cold 
winter nights, they comfort us, they inspire us, they fire the imagination. This 
year, there has been no shortage of great reads in a variety of genres. Whatever 
you're looking for, there’s something for everyone. 


Sys, bor ie Proust Read: 
ey 


< 
> by Dan Savice 
> Dutton Books, Hardcover $35.00 
ISBN: 05259449070 


One of America’s top sex columnists is back with his fourth 
DAN SAVAGI book, this time he’s tackling the topic of same-sex marriage. 
cS Yes, that’s now old hat here in Canada, but it’s still very much 
an issue south of the border, given that it’s become the political 
fodder of Bush and company in their hypocritical quest for “family values”. 
Chronicling his own journey towards marriage on the eve of his tenth anniver- 
sary party, Savage takes on the right-wing American machine and the issues 
surrounding same-sex marriage with his particular brand of wit and humour and 
comes up with some inspiring insights as he explores his own family’s reactions 
to the topic as a sort of microcosm of America. This is Savage at his best, and 
it’s a read that you won’t want to miss. 


For The Culinar 


by Ted Allen 
Clarson Potter, paperback, roa 95 
ISBN: 1400080908 


Queer Eye's food and wine guru takes you through the 
Ee, kitchen with his amiablesstyle in a quick-reference format. 
pam: Allen’s pedigree comes from years of editing GQ, and the time 
he’s spent on the show—as evidenced by the book’s presenta- 
tion. With sections entitled | Know What Yo ‘Really Want to Eat, Happy Hour, 
Cookout and the like, Allen aging and entertaining style gives you a 
cookbook that makes you really want to cook. Bonus points for the plastic slip- 
cover to protect it against those kitchen ee that have been the demise of 
many a cookbook. 


Aa eee Lesbian Friend: 


- rath E. Coyote 
Arsenal Pulp Press, Paperback, $17.95 
ISBN: 155152192 


Loose End 


She has been called one of North America’s most disarming 
a storytellers and in this, her third book, Coyote takes on urban 

i life. More specifically, this collection of stories chronicles her 
life in Vancouver’s East End, the diverse neighbourhood that encompasses all 
ages, races and sexualities. With her trademark cool gaze, Coyote presides over 
the goings-on, from the communing at coffee bars over hot rods, discussing the 
art of skinny-dipping, impressing the woman next door with the hot tub, or 
showing her mother how to use a cordless drill. It’s a slice of life that you’ll want 
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fon The Young Adults On Your List: 

by Shyam Selvadurai 
Tundra Books, Paniewer $24.99 
ISBN: 0887767354 


Set in lush and languid Sri Lanka, Selvadurai tells the tale of 
thirteen-year-old Amrith and the arrival of his Canadian cousin, 
Niresh. Amrith lives in luxury with his godmother, but has little 
connection with his family, due to the mystery surrounding the 
death of his mother and alcoholic father—and having been 
shunned by his extended family due to the circumstances of his 
parents’ marriage. When Niresh shows up with his father,Amrith looks to make 
some kind of connection. As time goes on, he realizes that his feelings for Niresh 
go beyond friendship, which awakens his sense of sexual identity. Selvadurai 
wraps the tale with luxuriant language, detailing the architecture and gardens, 
while the story rolls in waves, much the way that Amrith looks at himself and 
looks away. While aimed at a younger audience, older readers will certainly also 
take pleasure in this rich book. 


For Some Prize-Winning Fiction: 

by Alan Hollinghurst 
Bloomsbury, Paperback, $19.95 
ISBN: 1582346100 


The winner of last year’s Man Booker prize—and the first gay 
@ novel to win the prestigious award, Hollinghurst has written a 
beautiful book full of drama and pathos that begs to be read. 
Set during the era of Thatcher's eighties, the book is divided 
into three distinct sections, each dated 1983, 1986 and 1987 
respectively. The protagonist, Nick Guest, takes you on a 
ground-floor tour of the era of conservatism and big money in a voyeuristic 
manner. Guest, an Oxford schoolmate of the son of a rising star of Thatcher’s 
Tory MPs, stays with the Feddens while he works on his doctorate. He not only 
explores the fast gay scene of London but also gets a glimpse into the halls of 
power that revolve around him. Following Guest as he explores his life and loves 
takes you on a journey that is at once exhilarating and heart-breaking, and gives 
the sense that this book has the makings of a true classic. 
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e 5,000+ GAY MOVIES! 
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OuTLEQKs December 2005 35 


r hom¢ 


ho 


Me 


away from 


We weren't the first — but we are 


The Favourite! 


BED & BREAKFAST 


Calgary's Favourite Gay B&B 
1725 - 12 Street SW Calgary, AB 
403-244-6693 
www.thefoxwood.com 


When visiting 


Ottawa, relax 


in the 


elegance of 


our beautiful 


Discover the 


Victorian ; 
bed & 9 
breakfast 


in the heart of = 


comfort of SS decom ft ; 


the Inn on 


282 Somerset St. 


Somerset. 


www.innonsomerset.com 
mail: info@innonsomerset.com 


the action. 
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SANTIAGO 


Warm sun and swaying palms welcome you to Santiago, - 
the desert’s most sophisticated gay resort. Enter a private 
world of twenty-three distinctively decorated studios and 
suites set amidst spacious and meticulously manicured 
grounds. Relax, unwind, and perhaps make a new friend, or 
two, sunning beside the largest gay resort pool in Palm 
Springs. Let your cares : 
melt away in the 
twelve-man spa overlooking the most magnificent 
mountain views in town. Tucked away in a quiet, 
wind-free South Palm Springs location, yet conven- 
ient to everything, and everywhere, there is no 
finer choice than the tropical paradise that is 
Santiago Resort. 


The resort features large, well-appointed rooms 
all with king-sized beds, refrigerators, microwave : —— 
ovens, VCR/DVD players (with free access to our extensive gay video collection), and 
the rare luxury of quiet central air conditioning. Other amenities include complimen 
tary extended continental breakfast and luncheon daily. Guests spend the daylight 
hours relaxing poolside, basking in the warm sun of the California desert (and th 
popular option of working on an “all-over” tan). _ 


After sunset, the gay nightlife of Palm Springs is 
just a few blocks away. Excellent restaurants, gay 


SS 


the Factory Outlet Mall in nearby Cabazon (w 
more than 100 top-line stores including names lik 
Gucci, Zegna, Ferragamo, and many rs, all a 
impressive below-retail savings. Discovering the flora and fauna of the ar 
Living Desert” and the Joshua Tree National Monument are just a short dri 
adventure of a visit to the famous Palm Springs 
Tramway and the spectacular vistas of the desert 
floor from high in the surrounding mountains. 


Out and About magazine said it best—‘“‘Santiago 
manages to pull off a perfect balance of design 
simplicity, quality high end furnishings, deluxe 
accommodations and friendly management. The 
result is a men’s resort that reflects stylish sophis- 
tication without compromising the casual, relaxed, 
clothing optional atmosphere that is Palm Springs.” 


fa 


For more information please visit: www.santiagoresort.com 
Toll-free: 1-800-710-7729 (Email: santiagoresort@aol.com 
650 San Lorenzo Road, Palm Springs, California 92264 _ 
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Gite/B&B 


1453/55 Montcalm Montreal, QC H2L 3G9 
info@sirmontcalm.com 


Tel. (514) 522-7747 (7SIR) 
www.sirmontcalm.com 


1641 Amherst, Montreal, Qc, H2L 3L4 
Tel.: (614) 597-0878 
info@aubergell.com 
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Planning an event in Calgary? — 
/ Contact Cap at (403) 228-1157 

-and he'll see about covering it in Out & About. 
: ~ Photos by Outlooks Staff 
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DOWNTOWN 
OTTAWA 


| at 416-351-1503 


hap 4 NWVWW.RIDEAUINN.CA | E-MANLMCGILLBB@INTERLOG.COM 
megillbb@interlog.com | 877-580-5015 Tout-rrvr: 1-877-580-5015 


(qual an) From left: Louis, Greg, Omer. a 1 Alan from Toronto i 
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Puerto Vallarta 
MEXICO 
Boana Torre Malibu 


; Condo Hotel / one block from GAY beach 
a s Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta 
wet lel/fax 01 1-52 (322) 222-6695 | 222-0999 


é www,boana.net 
boana@povnet.com.mx 
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Brokeback Mountain Screening 
to Benefit AIDS Organization 


VANCOUVER - Odeon Films and the BC Persons 

With AIDS Society present a benefit premiere 
screening of Brokeback Mountain, an epic 
American gay love story from Academy Award- 
British Columbia winning filmmaker Ang Lee, based on the short 
Persons bibs story by Pulitzer Prize-winning author Annie 
Proulx. Proceeds will benefit the BC Persons 

With AIDS Society. Starring Heath Ledger and Jake Gyllenhaal, this is a sure- 
fired hit, so why not meet up with friends and catch this benefit screening? 


DATE: Thursday, December 8 
TIME: 7:00 PM 
LOCATION: Fifth Avenue Cinemas 
2110 Burrard Street at 5th Avenue 


(Lh pcoming 
funeral. MG 
(vents 


(Recent Vancouver, BC 
oer COST: only $10 
Suni Tals LG Tickets on sale at the following locations: 
TES, UL /, E i Little Sisters Book Store Videomatica Rentals BC Persons With AIDS Society 
i 1238 Davie Street 1855 West 4th Ave. 1107 Seymour Street, 2nd Fir. 
604-669-1753 604-734-0411 604-893-2282 


Peele eee eee elelelelelesesrel fel felfelfelel 


38 December 2005 


‘Chank you for Suppor ling our imcourer & area community events! conyal WS.0 
Let us know about YOUR upcoming non-profit AIDS & GLBT fundraising event and recent financial results. . 


a Please email us your next month info & logo to: PumpJackEvents@shaw.ca by the 10th of each month. @UTi es QRS 
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Prairie Fairies Fowl Supper raises $24,000! 


The Fillmore Family Foundation hosted the 6th Annual 
Prairie Fairies Fowl Supper on November 12. Over $24,000 
was raised to benefit A Loving Spoonful, Dr. Peter Centre 
and McLaren Housing Society. This year's long sold out 
event attracted 650 merrymakers. For more information oundation 
and pictures from this year’s outstanding event visit & 

www fillmorefamily.ca 


This monthly community 
feature sponsored by 
your friends at: 


Co-sponsors: 
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Unsafe Relationships 


By Jesse Trautmann 


It was Wednesday night at Wet bar. After a scan of the room with no one 
catching my eye, | decided to give my present company my full attention. 


Meet ‘Ike’ and ‘Tina’, one of the few couples | know, whom I’ve nicknamed 
according to their relationship. | liked hanging out with them because unlike 
hanging out with other couples they made me happy to be single. Not only 
were they verbally abusive but physically abusive as well, which I’ve witnessed 
during an incident with a frying pan. | won’t go into detail, but | can assure you 
that ‘Ike’ wasn’t making ‘Tina’ breakfast in bed. Despite the abuse, their sadistic 
relationship seemed to work for them. | remember ‘Ike’ explaining to me that 
he believed there were three keys to keeping a boyfriend: mystery, mayhem and 
make-up sex. 


After a few drinks, ‘Ike’ got up to use the washroom and ‘Tina’ was quick to 
spill the battered beans. He told me that he wanted out, but couldn’t leave ‘Ike’ 
because he loved him. | firmly told him that | wasn’t getting involved, although, 
| was willing to share some advice. There comes a point in every relationship 
when you have to stop and think whether you’re in love with the guy, or if he’s 
holding your heart hostage. 


On the blue night bus home, | got to thinking about unsafe relationships. | 
live in a community where most people have better relationships with their 
dealers than their partners. I’ve seen it all, from break-ups to phony make-ups, 
cheating boyfriends to messy open relationships and the view was becoming 
vividly clear. The gay singles scene was dangerous for your emotional health. 
Everyone can remember getting lectures from their parents and teachers in 
order to condition us on practicing safe sex, but did we ever practice safe 
relationships? 


The best resources to have when trying to survive the singles scene are 
attractive friends in the same single boat. The next day | found that my current 
thoughts were manifesting. Billy, age twenty-three, is a good friend of mine 
whom | met at Pride two years ago. | wasn’t sure if he was the way he was 
because of the heavy influences of characters like Samantha Jones and Brian 
Kinney, or if these characters are created with the awareness that people like 
Billy exist. The bottom line was that he had a great ass and wasn’t afraid to use 
it. Later that night he had a date with a bi-sexual guy that was just coming out 
of a long-term relationship with a woman. 


“You'd better be careful,” | warned, “bi guys are considered red flags for dating 
these days. You'll probably end up being a rebound. | don’t think it’s smart to 
get involved with this one.” 


“Smart? Please, I’m not thinking with that head,’ Billy replied, “He’s only 
gonna be looking for some man on man action and that’s all I’m looking for too. 
Plus, you’re one to talk you hypocrite, you’re involved with a bartender; the 
reddest red-flag type of guy out there.’ 


“What are you talking about?” | asked 


“They get hit on multiple times a night, which constantly gives them the 
temptation and opportunity to cheat. They're great lays, but to try to date one, 
you're crazy.’ Billy admonished. 


Later that night, just as | was starting to believe Billy and that | was in over 
my head, | got a frantic message from ‘Tina’ He was at Woody’s without ‘Ike.’ 


“Every time | try to talk to other guys,” ‘Tina’ screamed over the music “I 
envision ‘Ike’ across the room, and he’s not just watching me, he’s got a cocked 
gun pointed right at my head. Jesse you were right, I’m not in a relationship, I’m 
living an emotional stick-up!” 


The next call was from Bartender X. He said he was bored at the bar and 
invited me to keep him company. | had to make a decision. | figured that, on 


this great journey to find the ‘one’, it was better to play it sorry than safe, so | 
decided to exercise my emotional blind spot and meet him. An hour and three 
beers later, | headed for a washroom break. Down in the bathrooms | ran into 
Billy, which turned into an update on the bi-date. 


“We started off in a straight bar,’ Billy said, “but | was too paranoid that he 
was checking out girls so | brought him here.” 


“Why here?” 


“No girls, and nothing spells out ‘I just want sex from you’ better than you’re 
first date being at the bar,’ Billy replied as he left the washroom. Although Billy 
was safe from relationship drama, he was still insecure about whether or not 
he had secured his trick. 


Upstairs and back at the bar, | was reaping the benefits of dating a 
bartender—free drinks. But of course, there was a catch. Bartender X was so 
busy flirting and serving drinks that | began to second-guess why he even 
bothered to invite me. A big part of me wanted to leave but a larger part of 
me knew that it was his job to flirt and be social, so | stayed. Besides it didn’t 
matter why he invited me, the fact was he did, which | considered more than 
just flirting-for-tips-behaviour. Across the room, | watched as ‘Ike’, who had now 
found ‘Tina’, argued in a dramatic exit from the bar. My eyes shifted to see 
Bartender X staring at me. When he saw that | noticed, he simply smiled and 
gave me a wink. 


For some people, love’s future was frightening—but for others, it was 
definitely hopeful. That was the thing about dating, there were no safety 
nets or rehearsals, they have to be lived live. With no time to dip your toe 
in and test the waters, only enough time to jump in—even with the risk of 
drowning. W 


Meet that special someone... : 
Take out a classified ad in Outlooks — 
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Watch for our Monday night Dinner Specials starting in December! 


New Queers Eve 
Tickets on Sale December 1 


$10.00 per person 


Includes party favors, appetizers, 
and bubbly at midnight. 


We will be closed on December 6th from Spm to 8pm for 
_ OUTLOOKS’ Annual Christmas Party 
: (Roy invites you to drop in after 8pm to party with the gang) 


Please: . 
drop off a non-perishable 
food item for our annual 

Christmas hampers! 


BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS CATERING AND PARTIES NOW! 
www.money-pennies.com 


1742 10th Avenue SW Calgary Alberta 403.263.7411 
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gardening services 107 
salespersons wanted 108 


400 - Personals 


general 
health services 


407 
408 


105 
work wanted 


GST. Can be at your office or mine 
in Calgary. Call (403) 228-5703 


206 


vacation rentals 


week. South side Old Town, 5-10 min. walk 


to all bars, restaurants, shops, clubs. Check it 
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Put yourself in good hands. 
Professional Calgary masseur offers a 


vancouver massage 


Handsome African guy, 27 years old, 
very lonely, seeking a genuin gay partner 
for a lasting friendship. Write and let’s 
meet. Age not important, 


you want a sincere guy? Genuine black 
guy, chocolate body, well-toned and 
honest. Please write to me and send 


office 101 massage 401 pe Puerto Vallarta complete full body massage. Larry by ara 
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retail salesperson 109 


200 - Real Estate 

homes and condos 

for sale 201 
homes, apartments, and 
suites for rent 202 
shared accommodations 203 
accommodations 204 
accommodations wanted 205 
vacation rentals 206 
office space for rent 207 
Real Estate Agent 208 
Office space wanted 209 


300 - For Sale 
automobiles 301 
home furnishings 302 
antiques and artworks 
303 
computers 304 
general and miscella- 
neous 305 
garage sales 306 
pets 307 


personal services 
personal growth 

Escorts 

Erotic Body Massage 
women’s services 


500 - 


409 
410 
411 
412 
413 


Announcements 


birthdays 
anniversary 
obituary 

in memoriam 
notices 
general 

lost & found 
services 
weddings 


600 - Travel 


accommodations 
travel Alberta 
travel BC 
camping 


501 
502 
503 
504 
505 
507 
508 
509 
510 


601 
602 
603 
604 


travel international 605 


general 


700- Business 


services 


606 


701 


business opportunity 702 


computer rental 


703 


Poirier IIIA 


200 
real estate 


WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM 
FREE Buyers Assistance 
FREE Sellers Market Analysis 
FREE Relocation Kit 
any city USA/ Canada or Mexico 
No cost or obligation to be 
represented! 


203 
shared 


accommodation 


ROOMMATE WANTED 

Looking for Flight Attendant for 

Roommate to share a d/t condo in 
Calgary. $500 per month which includes 
fully furnished room with TV, DVD, VHS 
& stereo. $250 DD available January Ist. 
Walking distance to LRT and all ameni- 

ties. Call Richard at 403-228-1512 


204 


out and call Rob at (403) 519-3073 


WWW.Casaensuenopy.com 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx One block 
from gay beach. Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 
conditioning. Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 

daily 9am-S5pm (CT). 


305 
general sales 


Best Video and DVD for sale and rent! 
New releases and hard to find classics. 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton,AB TS5K ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 
E-mail: 


exec.express @shaw.ca 


PACIFICA 
BODYWORKS 


BC's best 
all-male 
massage 


Noon -10PM 
Daily 


Free Parking 
Air-conditioned 


“Better Than Sex (TM)” 


body Tantric massage by California- 
certified connoisseur of touch. 
Individual sessions, lessons, 
workshops 604-682-3269 Ext. 9466 
www.growinghealthier.com 


Visa / MC 
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402 


Peoeeecsesessescoseseoeeseeees 


men purr: nurturing sensuous full- 


Pocceececcvecescooese 


Pero eroresesssesseceseeeesesees 


your photo. 
Emmanuel Dadzie, B-O.Box 1323 
Sunuani B/A Ghana W/A 


Attractive black gay, passive in bed, 
lonely, romantic, loving and caring is 
ready to be loved. Wish to meet genuine 
and honest active gay man to build a 
strong relationship leading to meetings. 
All ages amd race are welcome. 
Reply To: Christian K. Gemadzi 
P.O. Box 1102 Sunyani - B/A 
Ghana - W/A 


FRUSTRATED BY BDSM 
E-MAIL DREAMERS? 

A letter takes more effort, respondents 
are more serious. Experienced Master, 
B/D interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area 
seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks 


slave aged 18-29 prepared to move from 
fantasy to reality. Suggest initial trial 
period (weekend or ? ). Write with phone 
and/or postal address to Box 0899. 
No e-mail! Serious only 


I'm African, Ghanaian gay guy, 25 
yrs. old, black in color. I’m respectful, 
truthful and lots more. I’m a student who 


accommodation 


wants to exchange pictures, magazines 
and lots more. Please write to: 
Lordship Boateng 
P.O. Box 2356 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 


$40 - $100 per night calgary massage 


Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. s Aa one Aah 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 Chand Wea A i LA 
gary, a T2 2 4 5 E Xs ana West Africa 
Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 4 4 th S areca | 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. a treet & 4 
; Treat y If t Gy Viti : 
Lodging : Prohesonal oa : Canadian gays, don t miss this 
8 ebeeaioal\tessage & a = a = chance! Very nice-looking, 22-year old 
Bed and Breakfast is Male TaINIG 8 Honest, intelligent, nice-looking Ghanian bottom looking for a soul mate. 
ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: ‘ = z Bs man 26 years old, 177cm, 74kg Very serious and looking for a lasting 
PREMIUM DOWNTOWN iS by Appointment Only with university education, good relationship. No age limit, wiling to try 
CHEQUES / MONEY ORDERS UNBEATABLE RATES 5 20 years experience health and body. Enjoys anything. First come, first serve. write 
Re SERN TE ® Swedish, Shiatsu, literature, music, nature, art, with photos to 
FOR OVER 7 YEARS . Healing Hands 8 travels, sport. Seeks man for Gibelery Abdul 
; Daniel (403) 510-7572 : meetings, friendship and good Democracy Street 250 
a z eis: : g relationship for long time. Please Box 225 
Diners Club . = | ‘ : a write to: Valentyn, PO Box 122, Dormaa-Ahenko B/A 
OP remain enRoute. HTTP: //WWW.11STREET.COM ‘SRORDEOEIRERSEORIEESESRORRIONOROIIONIES KIEV 03058 UKRAINE. Ghana W/ Africa 


CURRENT DEADLINE: December 15th, 2005 


‘Complete this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 
All ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 


First 25 Words: $20.00 
Additional 25 words or less: 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my ad 
($10.00 extra): 


aes | es | ee | 
| ee | |e 


NAME: $10.00 
sons | | | | 
CITY: Headline: $10.00 
PROVINCE/STATE: [ Peemmceys| [WSR] [ae = [Se [aes Photograph (1”x1” B&W): 

DAY PHONE: Border Around Ad: $15.00 
HOME PHONE: Reply Number Forwarding: 


SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 

3 Issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 Issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 


VERIFIED 
SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one) 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 
VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB - AMEX 


a | a | | 
Ca | | a || 
eames! | ae | || EE | 


CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE: ADD 7% GST: 
SIGNATURE: GRAND TOTAL: 
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404 
dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


WHO’S WAITING 
FOR YOU?” 
Calgary 


Vanecuver 
604.957.5555 © 
Toronto 
416.915.4545 


Find Your Number 


1.800.777.8000 8 
FREE TRIAL 8 : 


CODE: 3901 


general personals 


ONTARIO 
WHERE MEN MEET MEN 
CENTRAL SPA 
2 great locations open daily at 11 AM 
1610 Dundas Street West, Toronto (416) 588- 
6191 
401 Main Street West, Hamilton (905) 523-7636 
Large straight and bisexual client base 
www.centralspa.com 


INMIGRATION 
is for lovers! 


Friendly service, extraordina 
success rates, delighted clien' 


For the past 10 years, our clients have counted 
on our in-depth, up-to-the-minute expertise.But 
our caring, attentive service is why they referred 
their friends and family to us. We offer complete 
immigration & citizenship services: sponsoring 
same- and opposite-sex 

partners and family, 

skilled workers, busi- § 

ness applicants, 

refugees, humanitari- 

an & compassion- 

ate cases, and all 

visas & permits. 

We will dispel the 

myths about immi-q 

gration and simpli- 


Find out if you qualify. 
Call us today for a free assessment. 


416-651-8889 


info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 
538 St. Clair Ave. West 
Toronto, ON M6C 1A4 
Members of Canadian Society of 
Immigration Consultants & CAPIC 


Foreign 
Lovers 
and immigration 


I have been helping same sex couples with 
Canadian immigration since 1994 when my 
partner became a permanent resident. I 
am one of Canada's most experienced 
professionals on immigration for same sex 
couples. Let me help you and your partner 
live “happily ever after” in Canada. 


Peter Bernier at Immigration Link 
416-922-9495 
1 Gloucester Street, Suite 114B 
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 1L8 


Welcome.TO.CA@sympatico.ca 


KYLE 
24 y, smooth, attractive, versatile, 
boyish body, uncut, bubble butt, 
outcalls only 
(403) 922-9166 


Calgary's Favorite Gay B&B 


www.thefoxwood.com 


Great House, ee 
Great Location, The (23 
Great Hosts! FoxwooD 


“BED & BREAKFAST 


-roudly Supporting: 
Peery \. apol o. Ca ee horus, 
, pes BEN Srevatt ae YE L 


177 FRANK Sr. 


Just oF Etcin St. 


DOWNTOWN 
OTTAWA 


KVWW.RIDEAUINN.CA | E-MAUSMCGILLBB@INTERLOG.COM 
Tou-rree: 1-877-580-5015 


buy 
sell or 
trate... 
take outa 
classified ad 
in Outlooks 
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Nanaimo creates VIRA 


By Vincent Wells 


There is a school of thought about change. There are those in society that will 
want it and others that won’t. Human nature perhaps? The City of Nanaimo is 
at this very moment going through a most significant change. The downtown core 
is receiving a major facelift. Out with the old in with the new, as some residents 
here like to think. 


Nanaimo was once a bustling coalmining town, in time that changed into a 
vibrant pulp and paper industry which is still the mainstay today. 


A more recent change is the concentrated effort of tourism in Nanaimo. 
Massive cruise ships now slip into the harbour for a brief time, and then depart. 
That is a new event for the city. Another new change just beginning to take hold 
is something much more specific to the gay community of Nanaimo—VIRA: the 
Vancouver Island Rainbow Association. 


It’s a newly formed group of the local gay community with a strong desire to 
educate its membership. One of the major aspects of this project will be a 
lending library. The titles that the library will carry will deal with subjects as 
diverse as spirituality, politics, health and cultural information pertaining to same- 
sex lifestyles and sensibilities. 


Another purpose of this project is to preserve the community’s history in all 
its forms, ranging from stories, minutes from meetings of GLBT organizations, 
newsletters and other documents and memorabilia. 


The association has two related mission statements: to promote, educate and 
advocate for the queer community of Vancouver Island; and, secondly, to carry 
out the project in the hope that they can learn from the past and develop a sense 
of pride in the community that comes from having a shared history. 


Another item of shared interest is the electronic newsletter called the 
Vancouver Island Rainbow. It is delivered to the inboxes of interested readers. 
This publication encourages anyone so inclined to participate in writing articles 
for the newsletter. The issues that have been covered so far have topics ranging 
from church politics to the crystal meth scourge that has made its appearance 
known. 


A newly formed committee, named the Meth Awareness Project Committee, 
has been developed to combat the threat of crystal meth in the community. 
Their purpose is simple: to educate the GLBT community of Vancouver Island 
about the threat of crystal meth. This community project is ongoing. 


Along with the changes that are happening in our downtown core, an initiative 
is underway to promote the gay artists in the lsland’s community, specifically in 
the theatre community. 


Gay life on Vancouver Island is changing for the better. W 


~ Please support our ativertisers 


They make Outlooks possible 
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Mon - Sat: 6am till 17pm, Sun: 7am - 11pm 
1610 10th Street SW CALGARY 
403.244.7750 
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JUST WHACK IT! 


All Amateur Jack-Off 


Str8/bi/gay, all types 
stroking with you 


- : . 


Limited Offer Save 20% 


December 2005 


Featuring: Travis Wade, Colby Taylor, Daniel Montes, Marcus Iron, Tuck Johnson, 
Scott Davis, Christian Taylor, Cameron Fox, Drew Damon 


Running Time: 90 minutes 


Friends for a long time, Travis and Colby are spending some time together at 
Colby’s cabin in the country. The only problem is that Colby has a crush on Travis 
and he doesn’t know how to tell his good friend that he is gay. Colby is afraid of 
Travis’ reaction to this revelation. As they reminisce together about their high 
school exploits Colby keeps trying to explain to Travis that he was more interested 
in the guys than the girls. But Travis keeps interrupting with stories of the old days 
before Colby can explain his feelings for Travis. 


As their high school memories come to life on a trip back to “Lovers Lane”, it is 
obvious that Colby was gay even then. While in the cab of his truck with his 
girlfriend, Galhy eS two guys in a nearby vehicle and this hot action is far more 
interesting to Colby. He makes an excuse to get out of the vehicle so he can enjoy 
the sight of the two guys making out. It’s not hard to understand why Colby is 
mesmerized when Daniel Montes reveals his enormous endowment for the delight 
of Christian Taylor's lips. Colby forgets his girlfriend, becomes a total voyeur to the 
hot action and enjoys some solo action for himself. 


Finally, Colby’s moment arrives and he confesses to Travis that he is gay and 
always has been. Travis is in disbelief or perhaps denial and has to leave the cabin 
to go for a walk by himself to try to figure out his feelings. 


During his time alone in the woods, Travis encounters another old friend from 


Featuring: Joha Volny, Oleg Romanov, Patrich Veselshy, Alexander Zorn, Brian 
McCain, Joseph Ther, Brock Wilder, Chad Driver 


Running Time: | 10 Minutes 


Now that winter is approaching the idea of going downhill skiing or snowboarding 
is one way to help make the season seem a little shorter. In this movie, Twin Peaks, 
the Alpine slopes of Europe make the perfect setting for a group of young athletes to 
enjoy some outdoor and indoor winter sports. The talented cast of European hotties 
will make the most of the snowy outdoors and the heat inside their mountain chalet. 


After throwing snowballs at each other and roughing it up rolling around in the 
snow Joha, Brian and Joseph continue their hijinks inside their chalet where it’s 
warmer and more comfortable. Faster than a downhill race the threesome remove 
their heavy jackets and loosen their ski pants in order to relax after their energetic 
day outdoors: However, the three studs still have some energy to spare and now they 
are horny for a different kind of sport. Together they find the necessary relief to allow 
them to relax at the end of a hard day’s workout. 


Later that day, two more friends arrive at the chalet after a long journey. They are 
made to feel very welcome by the trio already in residence. Newcomer Oleg wastes 
no time in shedding his wet travel clothes in the upstairs bedroom. Brian interrupts 
Oleg before he has a chance to find his dry clothes and get dressed, which leads to a 
very special welcome for Oleg. Brian warms him up with hot lips and burning passion 
that would perk up any weary traveller. 


Ourigans 


high school, Tuck Johnson. They spend some time together before going their 
separate ways. Colby remains alone in the cabin reflecting on the fun times with 
Travis in high school. Travis continues to stroll through the woods by himself until 
he encounters three young studs enjoying the great outdoors with each other. 
From a distance in the trees, Travis realizes that one of the threesome is his friend 
Tuck. For the second time in one day, Travis discovers another friend is also gay. 
This becomes obvious as Tuck devours the perfect nine inches offered to him by 
both Cameron Fox and Scott Davis. However, Travis is fascinated by this threesome 
and begins to wonder what it’s like to be gay. Cameron Fox could set anyone's mind 
dancing with his amazing performance. 


Returning to the cabin for some sleep, Travis is becoming gay curious with the 
realisation that two of his good friends are gay. While 
Travis sleeps, the rejected Colby occupies himself with a 
video and is entertained by a hot scene between Drew 
Damon and Marcus Iron. But this doesn’t help to take 
Colby’s mind off his feelings for his best friend. 


RATING: 


(OUT OF FIVE STARS) 


There is a happy ending to this tale because Travis 
cannot resist the perfect ten that Colby has to offer him 
when he is ready to succumb to male bonding. 


Daybreak finds these five muscular young athletes heading for the slopes and 
another day of physical activities. Along the way, they make some new friends and the 
comradery leads to an invitation at the end of the day for everyone to return to the 
chalet for indoor fun. 


Newcomers Alexander, Broch and Patrich play some pool together while their 
hosts are occupied elsewhere in the chalet. These three are obviously close friends 
as their game of pool soon turns into a more intimate game. Patrich demonstrates 
that he is the master of the pool cue and Broch leans over the pool table and submits 
willingly to his teacher. Alexander watches and waits in anticipation of when it will be 
his turn to show off his big cue and abilities to use it to prove he’s also a great player. 


After their winter get-away together, these young guys 
have some great stories to tell and pleasant memories 
about the great downhill action on the slopes followed by 
the great time in the chalet going down on each other. 


It’s definitely time to wax the skis and dig out the 
snowboards for some winter sports. 


RATING: 


{OUT OF FIVE STARS} 


interactive male 


™ 


Vancouver 


604.257 


Victoria 


250.220 


Calgary 


403.355 


Saskatoon 


306.374 


Toronto 


416.915 


Edmonton 


780.409 


Winnipeg 


204.480 


Regina 


306.347.0000 


Find Your Number 


1.800.777.8000 


FREE TRIAL 
CODE: 1501 


www, |InteractiveMale.com 
1.900.451.3800 ($1.99/min) 18+ 


$t. Catherines 
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Kitchener 
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